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eidering that in any event he would have been 


entitied to that compaeren ees and thinking it | 
iard measure of justece to | 


would have been a 
enforce upon him the technical point raised by 
the Attorney General, decided that, notwithstand- 
‘no the acceptance of that one month’s extra com- 
pensation, the Comptroller should proceed in the 
manner directed by the law to assess the damages, 
and if he found any greater amount of damages 
than the sum which has already been paid, to pay 
it, notwithstanding the acceptance of the one 
month’s extra compensation. We deemed it just 
and equitable that Congress should exercise this 
discretion and mercy towards the claimant. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no doubt if we were 
to search the Calendar we could find a dozen 
private claims just as much entitled to go on an 
appropriation bill as this one. This is no place 
for it; itis a matter for separate legislation, and 
J hope it will be voted down on this bill. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Lhope not. There have 
been too many amendments of various characters 
and descriptions to this bill for any nice discrim- 
ination now to be taken to the disadvantage of 
this claimant. It properly and fairly belongs here 
inmy judgment. Atany rate the question can 
be disposed of at once, and no time need be 
wasted. ‘The committee report, after having ex- 
amined all the circumstances, that they find the 
claim just. If any just claim is before this body, 
thisisone. Itisonlyto havea settlement which 
the man, with hope deferred until his heart has 
been made sick and he ruined, has been waiting 
for; and it is now entangled and interrupted by 
the simple fact, that by a misconstruction of the 
law, the Attorney General is supposed to have 


been connected with the Comptroiler in the as- | 


sessment of damages. The question of law which 
as been referred to him has been settled by him, 
ind now we only want the Comptroller to go on 
and pay what he finds to be due. You know 
his character for fidelity as a guardian of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. YULEE. In vindication of the commit- 
tee, | desire to refer to the rules to show that this 
amendment is properly applied to this bill, and 
is not excluded for the reason which the Senator 
from Virginia has stated. 

The 30th rule provides that— 

“No amendment shall be received the object of which. 
is to provide for a private claim, unless it be to 
the provisions of an existing law or a treaty stipulation.” 


This is to carry out the provision of an exist- 
ing law, and strictly entitled to be put on this 
bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. I cannot assent to the argu- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
that because (supposing the fact to be so) the 
Senate have put on this bill amendments which 
ought not properly to be there, we should not 
discriminate in the future. The substance of that 


argument is, that if you have done wrong in two | 


or three or four or five cases, you ought to per- 
sistin it. Ido not hold to thatdoctrine. I think 
this system is a great evil, that claims, strictly 


carry out 


private claims, are kept back until we have no | 


time to examine them. 1 know nothing about 
some private individual on some contract. They 
are kept back until there is no time to discuss 
them. 
examining claims by tacking them to appropria- 
tion bills. I will vote against all of them that are 
attempted to be tacked on appropriation bills. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. My friend from Dela- 


You are abandoning the whole system of | 


ware misunderstands the nature of the case. We | 


do not ask the Senate to allow any claim what- 


ever. This amendment is to carry out existing | 


legislation, by which you referred to the Comp- 
troller the settlement of a claim. You refer to 
the Comptroller and the Attorney General, as re- 
garded the point of law, as I understand, whether 


the contract had been violated without cause, and | 


it is determined that the contract has been vio- 
lated without cause. All that remains is to make 
the investigation whether there is any claim or 


not. The law provides that it shall be carried || 
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out, and this is to carry out that provision of 
law. 

Mr. BAYARD. It is legislation for a private 
claim on a general appropriation bill, at any rate. 
If it was not, of course it would not be necessary 
to pass it at all. . 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DURKEE. The Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads have authorized me to offer 
this amendment: 

‘ind be it further enacted, That the Comptroller of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, required to adjust the dam 
ages due to Edward H. Carmick and Albert C. Ramsey, on 
account of the abrogation, by the Postmaster General, of 
their contract to carry the mailon the Vera Cruz, Acapulco, 
and San Francisco route, dated February 15, 1853, and to 
adjudge and award to them, according to the principles of 
law, equity, and justice, the amount so found due ; and the 
Secretary of the Treasury is hereby required to pay the 
same to the said Carmick and Ramsey, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is not that a private claim? 
It is to adjust the claim of two individuals on 
some contract. 

Mr. ADAMS. The same question came up 
at the last session, and the Senate determined on 
the very same bill that the provision should be 

- ry 
entertained and passed. ‘The question has already 
been adjudicated and settled. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
entertains doubt. He will submit the question 
to the Senate. Senators who are in favor of 
receiving the amendment under the rule will say 
‘‘ay;"’ those of the contrary opinion will say 


because the Postmaster General was not willing 
to take the responsibility of so large a contract 
without submitting it to the consideration of Con- 
gress for their approval. The contractors imme- 
diately thereafter entered upon the preliminary 
measures necessary to carry it into effect. They 
invested a large amount of money in horses, 
mules, coaches, wagons, harness, and incurred 
considerable expense in obtaining a charter and 
right of way of the Mexican Government, and in 
the opening of roads between the two oceans. 
They actually commenced and performed several 
trips; thus demonstrating the practicability and 
utility of this great enterprise. It was hailed by 
many of our public journals asa high and merit- 
orious athievement. 

Thegomplaint made by the contractors, who 
are now asking us to redress their grievance, is 
this: that the Postmaster General failed to spread 
these facts before Congress, which met in Decem- 
ber following. To his neglect of doing what they 
conceive to have been imperatively his duty in 
this respect, they attribute the failure of Congress 
to make the necessary appropriation for the sup- 
port of this measure. The want of this appro- 
priation resulted in the failure of the project, and 
in serious loss and disaster to the contractors. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to ask my friend from 
Wisconsin a question. I desire to know if it is 
not the fact, that the Postmaster General disap- 
proved of the contract, and refused to let the con- 
tractors have the mail before Congress met? 


‘Cno.? * Mr. DURKEE. He did disapprove of the 
The question being taken on a division, there 7 COPMACt and gave orders to the several post- 


were—ayes 13, noes 12—no quorum voting. 

Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, result- 
ed—yeas 25, nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell 
of Tennessee, Brown, Collamer, Crittenden, Dodge, Doug 


| las, Durkee, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hale, Harlan, 


Houston, James, Jones of lowa, Mallory, Seward, Toombs, 
Wade, Weller, Wilson, and Wright—25. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Biggs, Bigler, Brodhead, 


Butler, Cass, Clay, Evans, Hunter, ‘Mason. Pratt, Pugh, 
Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Thompson of Kentucky, Trumbull, 
and Yulee—19. 

So the amendment was received; and the ques- 
tion was stated to be on its adoption. 

Mr. YULEE. 1 owe it to myself to say that 
I did not approve of this amendment. In my 
opinion, not a dollar is owing by the Govern- 
ment to these parties. I think there is no claim 
whatever on the Government for any damages. 
A conditional contract only was made, not to go 
into effect, or to have any operation, until ap- 
proved by Congress. It never has been so 
approved; and [| do not think anything has oc- 


, curred, on the part of any officer of the Govern- 


ment, which justly involves the Treasury of this 
Government in any responsibility for damages 
to these parties. It is too late now to go into 
any discussion. I can only express my opinion. 

Mr. DURKEE. I had the honor of submitting 
to this body, a few days since, a detailed report 
on this subject; but as our time is somewhat s 
ited, | will not detain the Senate by reading it, 


|| but content myself by stating briefly the outlines 
this claim, except that it is a compensation to | 


of this case. In 1853, representations were made 
to the Postmaster General that a safe and more 
expeditious mail route might be established be- 
tween New Orleans and San Francisco, by way 
of Vera Cruz and Acapulco, than the present one 
by Panama; that the service could be sustained 
at much less expense, and the transit made in ten 
days less time, between our Pacific possessions 
and the great Atlantic cities of the eastern States. 
These considerations induced the Postmaster 
General to advertise for proposals to carry a semi- 
monthly mail on this proposed route. Bids were 
received, and the contract awarded to Messrs. 
Ramsey and Carmick. The contract was made, 
I think, some time in February or March, with 
Mr. Hubbard, just before he was succeeded by 
Mr. Campbell. The compensation for this ser- 
vice was to be $424,000 perannum. The Senator 
from Florida has correctly stated that this con- 


| on the llth of March. 


the route not to deliver the mails 
until they should receive further instructions. 

Mr. HALE. Before Congress met, he, of his 
own accord, undertook to set the contract aside. 

Mr. DURKEE. That was so, to a certain 
extent, as will appear by reference to his letter 
of July 9, 1853, which I will soon read as quoted, 
in connection with his report to Congress. 

The memorialists further state, that the Post- 
master General has not only failed to represent 
what they had done in the premises, but actually 
misrepresented them to Congress, either from 
mistake or some other cause. The testimony on 
this point is very clear. It is embraced in the 
Postmaster General’s report, and the published 
correspondence between him and the contractors, 
already before us. With the indulgence of the 
Senate I will read what the Postmaster General 
said on this subject in his report to Congress 
December 1, 1853; also what he said in a letter 
that preceded it, dated November 3, 1853. This 
was a letter written in reply to the contractors, 
or their agents, who had requested a change of 
schedule, so as to conform to the time of run- 
ning from Acapulco to Veru Cruz. First, I will 
read the report, and then the letter: 


masters on 


*¢ On the 3d of March, 1853, Postmaster General Hubbard 
concluded a contract with Messrs. Ramsey and Carmick, 
ot New York, at, $424,000 per annum, for service semi 
monthly from Vera Cruz, Mexico, by Acapulco, San Diego, 
and Monterey, to San Francisco, and back, in thirteen days 
each way, being an extension of two of the trips on the 
New Orleans and Vera Cruz line through Mexico, for the 
purpose of conveying the mail, and thus making one through 
line in sixteen days between New Orleans and San Fran 
cisco, a copy of which was communicated to the Senate 
This contract contains a stipulation 

that it shall not have any validity unless Congress should 
sanction it by the passage of an appropriation to carry it 
into effect. On the 16th of Juneythe Department received 
a communication from Robert G. Rankin, president of the 

Ocean Mail and Inland Company, who states that that 

company is the real party to the contract entered into by 

Messrs. Ramsey and Carmick, reporting progress towards 

putting service into execution. To this communication 

the following reply was sent by me on the 9th of July: 

‘Your letter of the 15th ultimo came duly to hand. My 

attention having thus been specially called to the circum 

stances connected with the contemplated line to the Pacific, 
via Vera Cruz and Acapulco. | feel it my duty, after due 
deliberation, to inform you that the conditional contract 
entered into by my predecessor, Mr. Hubbard, for the con- 
veyance of the mails over this line to San Francisco, does 
| not meet my approbation. 
*¢ ¢ In the first place, as at present advised, I consider the 
route impracticable for mail purposes. 
“In the second place, the sums of money yearly drawn 
| from the Treasury for contracts which have for several 


tract was conditional; but it was conditional only || years been, and are still, in force, for the transportation of 
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the mails between the Atlantic and the Pacific, are very 


considerable, amounting to about $731,868. In view of this | 


fact, and of the many sections and neighborhoods in the 
different States which are either greatly restricted in, or 
deprived altogether of mail facilities, it appears to me both 
inexpedient and unjust to go into the expenditure of a still 
further sum of $424,000 for the service in question. More- 
over, | disapprove of the principle upon which this contract 
is made. 
right to make such a contract at all, it ought to be made 
without the restriction or limitation contained in yours, by 
which its force or validity is made to depend upon the pas- 
sage of an appropriation by Congress to carry it into effect. 
I am unwilling to recognize any contingency of this kind, 
because, although the contractors may, under such condi- 
tional arrangement, establish no legal claim for compensa- 
tion, they may, nevertheless, go on and incur expenses in 
the expectation that they will be paid, and Congress, more 
from private sympathy than from public policy or right, be 
at length induced to yield to a measure to which its prior 
geanction never could have been obtained. 

* Since that time the Department has not heard from the 
Mexican Ocean Mail and Inland Company.”’ 


The Senate will observe that the Postmaster. 


General here says, in his annual report, that he 
had not heard from the ‘*Mexican Ocean Mail 
Inland Company”’ since July 9, 1853. He must 
have either forgotten or been ignorant of a sub- 
sequent correspondence carried on between the 
Department and the contractors on this subject. 
I will now read a copy of his letter, dated No- 
vember 3, 1853, to “a j 

This letter proves most conclusively that the com- 
plaint of the contractors is well founded: 

Post Orrice DepaRTMENT, November 3, 1853. 


GenTLeMEN: In answer to your letter of the 26th ultimo, 
J have to state that, at the request of Mr. Carmick, the 
contractor, the present schedule of the New Orleans and 
Vera Cruz route was arranged to connect with the contem- 


plated route across from Vera Cruz to Acapulco, which it | 
was proposed to run in due connection with an independ- | 


ent line of steamers between Acapulco and San Francisco— 


thus, with the route via Panama, giving a mail four times, | 


instead of twice, a month between the Atlantic States and 
California, It was not the intention to connect at Acapulco 
with the steamers of the Panama line, but, as above re- 
marked, to establish an additional semi-monthly mail, to ru 


In my opinion, if the Postmaster General has the | 





1ich I have already alluded. | 


via Vera Cruz and Acapulco, alternately at regular inter- | 


vals with the line via Panama. 

This arrangement was made with my predecessor, Mr. 
Hubbard, with whom, as Postmaster General, also, a con- 
ditional contract was entered into for the part of the service 
between Vera Cruz and San Francisco, which contract was 


to take effect only from the time it should be ratified by Con- 1] 


gress ; nor was it to have any force or validity whatever until 
it should receive the sanction of Congress by the passage 
of an appropriation to carry it into effect. No such sanction 


has, as yet, been given by Congress; but, apart from this, | 


and without troubling you with my views on the whole sub- 
ject, it is simply necessary for me to say, that there can be 


no recognition by this Department of any arrangement by | 


which the additional semi-monthly mail, clearly contem- 


with. 


The application, therefore, for a change of schedule on || 


the route from New Orleans to Vera Cruz must now be 
considered without reference to any trips it may be pro- 


posed to ran in connection therewith beyond. The contract | 


requires three trips @ month; you propose but two; and it 
is unnecessary for me tosay that the number of trips stipu- 
lated for in the contract will be required. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES CAMPBELL. 
Messrs. Harris & Moraan, New Orleans, Louisiana. 


These facts, Mr. President, I think, establish | 


very clearly that the memorialists are entitled to 
damages. 

The amendment proposes to authorize the 
Comptroller of the tvenouty to examine fully 
into the nature and extent of this claim, and to 
settle it upon principles of law and equity. Since 
that officer has won the confidence of the Govern- 
ment and people, and that deservedly, I trust the 
amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. BIGGS. I should like to ask the Senator 
from Wisconsin what is the amount of this 
claim? 

Mr. DURKEE. No amount is named in the 
amendment. 

Mr. BIGGS. What is the amount sought by 
the persons who claim damages? 

r. DURKEE. It is left to the Comptroller 
to adjust it as he thinks proper. There is no par- 
ticular amount. 

Mr. BAYARD. I should like to know when 
the report of the committee was made on this 
case? 

Mr. DURKEE. The report was made two or 
three days since. 

The Secretary. It is dated August 14. - 

Mr. BAYARD. I know nothing of the merits 
of the claim, and do not mean to pass any judg- 
ment on them; but I think we are going much 
further than we have gone yet, when, on a report 
made upon the 14th of August, two days ago, 
we are asked to pass in an appropriation bill a 








is brought forward on an appropriation bill. 





| ment, to ascertain whether the land passage—the 


| was there last year, this case was brought before 


| the case. 
| which called loudly upon the justice of Congress | 


| and of the country. 
plated by the then Postmaster General, can be dispensed 


measure which is condemnatory of a high execu- | 


tive officer of our Government. I do not think | 
that when we have no opportunity for examina- | 
tion, that should be done. Those gentlemen who | 
have examined the case may be perfectly familiar 
with it; but there are facts here unknown to me. | 
There are legal principles involved. For instance, 
under what law did the Postmaster General of 
the United States, who made this contract, make | 
it; and was he authorized by that law to make a 
conditional contract? That would enter materi- 
ally into my judgment. If there has been injus- 
tice done, | am perfectly willing toafford aremedy 
to the parties whether the executive officer wishes 
itor not; but I do not like the mode in which . 
the Postmaster General of the United States, who 
made this contract, had no authority to make con- 
tingent contracts, beyond all question in my mind 
it does not bind Heny econo. orgy i ou are not 
responsible for acts not done under the warrant 
of law. If, on the contrary, he had authority to 
make a contingent contract, and made it, and then 
there was a breach of it by another officer, there 
is of course a claim for damages. 

Mr. SEWARD. I find myself obliged by the 
force of circumstances to say a few words on 
this subject, although it does not come within any | 
poaees Reparteniin of my own. I have a letter 
iere from the party interested in this question: 

* Unfortunately, as Mr. Bengamin is confined to his | 
house quite sick, and he had intended to express very fully | 
his views on this case, may I ask your support of Mr. Dur- 
KEE’s amendment to the Post Office bill ? 

*H, CARMICK.”? 


This explains that I speak in the place of the | 


honorable Senator from Louisiana, who would | 
have supported this proposition. I have one other | 
word of apology. Last year | had the honor to 
be a member of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Pést Roads: this year I have not. When I 


the committee under the presidency of the hon- 
orable Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx,] who is 
now absent, very much to the regret of ourselves 
and to the public loss. He being our chairman, 
we entered upon an examination of this case. 
We wrote to the Department. We received the 
answer which has Ree read. We considered 
We were of opinion that it wasa case 


We ascertained the facts | 
according to my present recollection to be these: | 
Postmaster General Hubbard, under the admin- | 
istration of Mr. Fillmore, gave a contract to 
these parties to carry the mail, by way of experi- 


dangerous passage of the mails to the Pacific, 
could not be expedited and rendered more safe. 
It was suggested that the route was new, untried, | 
and unexplored except by these parties, and that 
the great continental mail, if I may so call it, 
which required twenty-eight days of time, two 
voyages by sea, and a passage across the Isthmus | 
of Panama, or else a lake voyage on Lake Nicar- 
agua, might be so carried on this route, as to 
make a difference of a week in the communica- 
tion between the two points. 

A contract was made with these parties. They 
went on to provide their stock in good faith, their 
carriages, their horses, their drivers, their em- | 

loyés. A new Administration came in. It had 

een stipulated that the contract should be sub- 
mitted to Congress for consideration. The new 
Postmaster General, without waiting for Con- 
gress to assent, abrogated the contract, and gave 
the parties no damages, and neglected to submit 
the matter to Congress in any way whatever until 
his attention was called to it by the Post Office 
Committee; and while he had denied any knowl- 
edge of the subject—honestly denied no doubt— 
it was shown that he had notice that these parties 
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were going on to execute the contract, and had 
established the fact, that the service could be done 
with economy and with dispatch by them. The 
contract was abrogated, and the parties were left 
to suffer loss. 

Under these circumstances, the committee, by 
what comparative vote I do not remember, re- 
ported a bill to the Senate, but it failed to be con- 
sidered for want of time. The honorable chair- 
man of the committee, by instruction of the 
committee, on this very bill last year moved an 
amendment similar in all respects to this. The 


August 16, 


So ————— 
Senate, I think, approved and justified the amend. 
ment, appended it to the bill, and sent it to th 
House of Representatives. There, owing to co e 
disagreement, it failed. ™ 

These facts I state according to my best reco! 

: : 3 : 4 ol. 
lection, and in the main IJ think Tamright. |,, 
sure it is a case which addresses itself to the 
consideration of Congress, and is in all respects 
very similar to the case of a contract on the Mic 
sissippi river, where the same public functio . 
doubtless in the exercise of a conscientious regard 
for the public interest, refused to give the maj) 
to the contractors on the grounds that the steam. 
boats carried freight, although the contrac; he 
that case did not require that the mail should hy 
carried in exclusively passenger vessels. Thorp. 
not only the Senate, but Congress, made an awar( 
of damages on that principle, and the da 
have been paid at the present session. 

Mr. HUNTER. ere 18 a contested ¢ 
which it is manifest would require a very Jon: 
debate in order to ascertain its merits. It js we] 
known that we have no time to enter into the gy). 
ject. Itis known we cannot doit. So little tim, 
is left to carry through the appropriation bills tha, 
we dare not debate these matters as they ough: 
to be debated. The friends of such measures ag 
this have only to wait until the heel of the ses. 
sion, place them on appropriation bills, and make 
so many speeches that there is no time for any 
one who cares for the safety of the bill to attack 
them. Thus they are sure to pass them. 

Does not this admonish the Senate of the pros 
priety of keeping such matters away from appro. 
priation bills ? ‘Let them come up on their own 
merits. We have not time now to enter into 
these inquiries and ascertain what they are. As 
to any debate that may have occurred years ago, 
it was probably something like this, on an appro- 
ego bill, when we were pushed for time and 
1ad no opportunity and no means of entering 
into the discussion as we ought to have done. | 
have no doubt that the acting chairman of the 
Post Office Committee, [Mr. Yuree,] if there 
were time, could say a great deal in relation to 
this claim; but gentlemen are restrained froma 
sense of the necessity of carrying through this 
bill. I hope the Senate will, for that reason alone, 
vote down the amendment. 

Mr. ADAMS. I will not detain the Senate, 
[ never do so when appropriation bills are up. | 
only want to call the attention of the Senate to 
the fact, that other propositions are brought here 
by other committees, about which the Sena 
certainly know much less than they know about 
this case. 1 think the amendment for the dome, 
which was presented here by the Senator from 
Delaware, and which he urged with so much force 
and success, was as little understood by the Sen- 
ate as this question. The Senate at the last ses- 
sion, investigated this case and passed it. The 
committee has reported it again. The facts, as 
stated by the Senator from New York, are in 
accordance with my recollection. [ will not delay 
the Senate. All 1 ask is for a vote on the merits 
of the proposition. 

Mr. ¥ LEE. I think it a duty to the Senate, 
to correct very briefly what I deem to be a mis- 
apprehension of the facts of the case by the Sen- 
ator from New York, doubtless resulting from 
imperfect memory, as I dare say he has not ex- 
amined the case since the last session to which 
he refers. 

This contract was made by the predecessor of 
the present Postmaster General, and signed, | 
believe, on the day before he retired from office. 
It contained an express provision to this effect: 
‘‘And it is hereby further expressly understood, 
that this contract is to have no force or validity 
until it shall have received the sanction of the 
Congress of the United States, by the passa? 
of an appropriation to carry it into effect.” The 
order upon which the contract was made, emana- 
ting from Mr. Hubbard, provided, among othe 
things, ‘Service to commence from the time 
Congress shall ratify this contract, and end 1" 
four years from that date.’”? The contract wes 
signed on the 3d of March, 1853. 

On the 8th of March; Mr. Campbell took pos 
session of the office, and three days afterwards, 
on the 11th of March, he transmitted to the 
Senate, then in session, a copy of the contract 
which had been made with these parties, 
which depended on the action of Congress {oF 
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its operative validity. The communication was | 
ordered to be printed, and was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
The whole fact, that a contract had been made, 


and that its going into effect depended on the | 
election of Congress, to be evidenced by the mak- | 
ing of an appropriation, was thus in ull knowl- 
edze of the Senate, and was under consideration | 
7 period. | 


een read | 


by one of its committees, at that wey 
At the next session of Congress, as has 

at the desk, the Postmaster General calied the 
attention of the two Houses to the fact that the 
contract had been made, and that he had trans- 
mitted a copy of it to the Senate; expressing at 
the same time his opinion in relation to its policy. 
His opinion was unfavorable. He had the right 


to express that opinion. It was only an opinion | 
for the consideration of Congress in making up | 


their decision, under the discretion reserved to 
them by the contract. [ hold that it was not 
only the right, but was the duty of the Post- 
master General, holding the relation he did to 


that branch of the public service, to advise freely | 


with Congress in regard to the expediency of the 
contract. 


Now the only ground of complaint, and the | 
only ground on which any pretense of claim for | 


damages rests, is that, in the annual report of the 
Postmaster General, at the regular session suc- 


ceeding the date of the contract, he stated that, | 


since the letter of July, he had received no fur- 
ther communication from this company of con- 


tractors; and it is contended that the documents | 


which he transmitted on the call of Congress 
showed otherwise. 


4 


November, is relied upon. A reference to the 
document will substantially vindicate the Post- 
master General upon this point. The correspond- 


ence with Harris & Morgan simply related to a || 


proposal to change the schedule of service be- | 
tween New Orleans and Vera Cruz, for which 
they were contractors. The object of the change 
was to enable a connection to be made, by means 
of the Ramsay route across Mexico, with the | 
Aspinwall line of steamers, at Acapulco. The 
Postmaster General declined this, for the reason 
that the effect of such an arrangement would de- 


feat the purpose his predecéssor had in view by || 


the contract with Ramsay, which was to secure 


increased frequency of service to California, and | 


at the same time advised them that the contract 
with Ramsay was without effect, till sanctioned 
by Congress. There was no allegation nor proof, 


at that date, that Harris and Charnick were ready | 
to carry the mail between Vera Cruz and San || 
Francisco; but it was only proposed to change | 


the schedule on this side to suit the regular 


Panama line on the Pacific, that an experiment | 


might be made for effect upon the opinion of 
Congress. 


Now, Mr. President, suppose the communica- 
tion which was made to Congress did not contain 
all the facts material to be communicated: was 
any objection made at the time? Is there any 


proof that the parties, or any party, complained | 
to Congress that full information had not been | 


giveh by the Postmaster General? If the truth 
were so, it was the duty of the parties to have 


represented it to Congress; but, from the fact that || 
his statements were allowed to remain uncontra- 


dicted during that session, which was a long ses- 
sion, we may presume that no objection could be 
made to it. That these parties were not in a con- 


dition to fulfill their contract, and that the Post- | 


master General was not the cause of hindering 
them, will be seen by a letter of theirs, dated No- 
vember 23, 1853, which was not received by the 
Postmaster General until after he placed his report 
in the hands of the President. In that letter they 
admit that they had not been able to put them- 
selves in a condition to perform the service, and 
allege reasons and excuses for it, and deprecate 
the possible action of the Department in the annul- 
ment of their contract. 


I cannot, at this stage of the session, detain the | 


Senate; but I am sure that, by reference to the 
documents, it will be found there is no possible 
grounds for a fair claim of damages against the 
Government in this case. I am very sorry to be 
obliged to oppose this amendment, proposed, as 
itis, by the committee of which I am a member; 
but, as I was compelled to look into the facts, 1 
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In proof of this, his corre- || 
spondence with Harris & Morgan, on the 3d of | 


Q This was expressly declared by one | 
of the parties to be the reason of the application. | 









the Senate. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
the merits of this case; but I hear one Senator 
give a statement of facts and reasons in favor of 
the claim, and another Senator, a member of the 
same committee, give a statement of the facts and 
reasons to show that there is no just claim. 
Here is a claim which, we are told, was before 
Congress at the last session, reported upon by 
the committee, anda bill passed. Beitso. Why 


private bill atthe present session? If all the facts 
were known sufficiently for the committee to re- 
port at the last session, why was it not reported 
as a private bill at this session, instead of being 
reserved for an amendment to a general appro- 
priation bill? 1 can see no reason for this course 
of legislation. 1 give no opinion on the claim, 
because I am not in a condition to pass an opin- 
ion without examining the documents. 
Mr. ADAMS. Allow me to explain 
Mr. BAYARD. Permit me to go on with my 
remarks. 
that induced me to go on further. 
want of information; and the honorable Senator 
| from Mississippi chooses to liken this amend- 
ment to my motion to attach an amendment to 








for the Capitol. Now, if Senators do not choose 
vate claims, I cannot help that. I took it for 
granted that a vast number of Senators knew the 
position of affairs in regard to the dome. It was 
a public matter; it was appropriate to a general 
appropriation bill in every respect; but this is a 
private clayn. That is the Suniaction. 





| ought to be acted on as a ier bill. My ob- 
jection is that it is false legislation, it is —_ 
rageous legislation, it tends to the grossest cd 


| of the session, and attach them to a public appro- 
priation bill; and be the grounds on which such 


then, I may ask, was not that bill reported as a | 


It was the gentleman’s own remarks | 
I spoke of the | 


another bill to provide for a public object, a dome | 


to inquire into public objects, but orly into pri- | 


ruption to bring private claims forward atthe end | 


movements are made what they may, I have in- | 


variably voted against them. 


The Senate, of | 


| course, will exercise its discretion; but I do not | 


mean to depart from the principle of voting against 


| although I do not mean, in this case, to condemn 
this claimatall. If it came up as a private bill, 
|| and the statement made on one side were correct, 
| 1 should vote for it; if the truth were on the other 


| side, it is probable I should vote against it; but 1 | 


really cannot, with the complicated statements 
now made, form nelusion in my mind. 

Mr. ADAMS. I wish to answer a question 
| propounded by the Senator from Delaware. He 

desires to know why the proposition was not 
' brought forward earlier? I willstate to him, that 

the chairman of the committee [General ae 
originally investigated the claim. He understoo¢ 
it better than anybody else, and it was delayed 
in the expectation that he would return, untl a 
short time since, with « view of getting his 
knowledge of the subject. That is the explana- 
tion. ; 

Mr. BAYARD. Ido not doubt that that is the 
reason; but the absence of a single member of the 
committee is a slight excuse for not bringing for- 
ward a private bill, which, it is said, was reported 
and acted on at a previous session. 

Mr. SLIDELL. It appears to me that two 
facts are assumed in this amendment, of one of 
which we have no evidence at all, and the other 
is in direct conflict with th@@tecord. The amend- 
ment assumes, in the first place, that damages are 
due to Ramsey and Carmick. That is a doubt- 
| ful question. I doubt very much whether any 
damages have been incurred. The second fact, 
I think, is in direct conflict with the record. The 
amendment speaks of a contract which has been 
abrogated by the Postmaster General. The Post- 
master General has no right to abrogate a con- 
tract. He has not attempted to do so. One Post- 
|| master General made a provisional contract with 
these gentlemen for the transportation of the 

mail, in a given time, and under certain circum- 
| stances, for a very large compensation. I doubt 
' very much whether any Postmaster General has 

a right to enter into provisional contracts of that 
| kind; but admitting that he had the right, that 
contract was subordinate, expressly, by its very 
terms, to the sanction of Congress. ‘That sanc- 





This | 


'| might have been reported as a private bill, and | 


private claims on general appropriation bills— | 





I have nothing to do with || 


OBE. _ 


have deemed it my duty to state them briefly to || 
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tion has never been given. The contract never 
actually existed; it never took effect. 1 have no 
sort of objection to referring the whole matter of 
law and fact to the proper officer of the Govern- 
ment, to make report at the next session; but 
facts are assumed here which I do not believe 
exist as declared in this amendment. 

Mr. DURKEE. I ask the honorable Senator 
from Louisiana if he does not conceive that it was 
the duty of the Postmaster General to represent 
all the facts appertaining to this case, the Snel 
stration that had been made, and the expenditure 
incurred, in his annual report to Congress ? 

Mr. SLIDELL. Now let me submit another 
| consideration to the gentlemen who advocate this 
j}amendment. We,two years ago, instituted a 
| tribunal for the very purpose of passing on claims 
of this character. It is assumed that damages 
are due for a violation of contract. We have 
determined to remit all cases of that description 
to the Court of Claims, that tribunal having an 
infinitely better opportunity of examining into 
facts and considering carefully the law and facts 
applicable toa subject of this kind. I offer the 
suggestion that the matter be referred to the Court 
of Claims. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have examined into this 
case with some care. The particulars of it I 
cannot give at this time, but [ recollect perfectl 
well the impression that was made upon my mind, 
and it was decidedly in favor of the claimants. I 
believed they had been injured by the contriv- 
ance or management of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, toa very great and ruinous extent to them. 
1 came to the conclusion that, if the subject ever 
came up while | was here, [ would vote for repa- 
ration to be made to them for the injury whieh 
they had sustained. I think that when, by this 
amendment, the subject shall be referred to an 
inflligent and competent officer to ascertain 
whether they have sustained injury, and whether 
it is right to make reparation for that injury, it 
is a sufficient check against any imposition on the 
Government. It is placing it in the hands of one 
competent to render justice. I trust we shall 
not stop short of that object if it can be attained. 

Mr. SLIDELL called for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment and they were ordered; and 
being taken, resulted—yeas 19, nays 18; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bell of New Hampshire, Clay- 
ton, Collamer, Crittenden, Durkee, Fish, Foot, Foster, 
Geyer, Harlan, Houston, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennes- 
see, Seward, Thompson of Kentucky, Trumbull, Wade, 
and Wilson-—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Biggs, Bigler, Brodhead, 


Clay, Hunter, Iverson, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, 
Sebastian, Slidell, Weller, Wright, and Yulee—18, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
PATAPSCO RIVER BILL VETO. 
My WELLER. I desire that a motion may 


be entered to reconsider the vote on the message 
of the President in regard to the Patapsco river 
bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will be entered. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- 


lowing enrolled bills: 

An act making appropriations for the naval 

| service for the year ending the 30th of Jane, 1857; 

An act to reimburse the State of Vermont the 
expenses incurred by her in paying her militia, 
called out in 1838 and 1839 to preserve the neu- 
| trality of the country; 
| An act to regulate the compensation of mem- 
| bers of Congress; 

An act to amend the acts regulating the fees, 
| costs, and other judicial expenses of the Govern- 
| ment in the States, Territories, and District of 
| Columbia, and for other purposes; and 

An act providing for a necessary increase and 
| better organization of the medical and hospital 
| department of the Army. 


The motion 


1 LIGHT-HOUSE APPROPRIATION BILL. 





A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that the 
House agreed to the first, second, and third 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 


|| 451) making appropriations for light-houses, life- 


| boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the erection 
| and establishment of the same and other purposes, 
and disagreed to the fourth amendment, which is 


ST oe 


iawn eee 


F 


i 











a provision in relation to the pay of the clerks in | 
the Washington navy-yard. 
On motion by Mr. Sewarp, the Senate receded 
from their fourth amendment to this bill. 
| 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting a communication 
from the Secretary of War, and a report from 
Captain M. C. Meigs, asking for an dppropria- 
tion of $350,000 for the prosecution of the Capi- 


tol extension until the close of the next session || 


of Congress; which was ordered to lie on the | 
table. 5 ; 
The hour of four having arrived, the Senate 


took a recess until six o’clock. | 


eee 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, ugust 16, 1856. 


The House met ateleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer | 
7 the Chaplain, Rev. Daniex Warpo. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 


| 
I ask the consent of | 


the House to say that, as we must have a long || 


session to-day, it will be better to provide for it 
atonce this morning. I propose, therefore, if 
there be no objection, that the House shall take | 
a recess from half past four to seven o’clock this 
evening. | 

Mr. McMULLIN. I hope the gentleman will | 
modify his proposition, so as to make it from 
four o’clock to seven. 

Mr. COBB. My only object is to provide for | 
the transaction of the business of the House. It 
will be necessary that we should improve all the 
time we have to finish the business of the sessapn; 
and I think, therefore, the motion had better 
stand as I have made it. 

There was no objection; and the motion was 
received and agreed to. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I wish to submit a motion 
to suspend the rules, and go into Committee of 
the Whole House, for an hour or two, in which 
we can do much for the claimants who are in 
distress for want of the money which is due them 
by the Government. I propose that the Private | 
Calendar shall be taken up where we left off the | 
other day, and such bills considered as there shall 
be no objection to. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I am in favor of the prop- | 
osition of the gentleman, but I think we had better 
dispose of the bill before the House. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to inquire of the Chair 
whether the bill regularly before the House is not 


steamers ? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. ORR. I submit, then, that we had better | 
dispose of that bill before the gentleman from 
Ohio makes his motion to go into Committee of 
the Whole. The Senate ought to have this ap- 
propriation bill before them, or it will be lost. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I think we had better de- 
vote a couple of hours to the Private Calendar. I 
insist on my motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order for the gen- 
tleman to submit the motion to suspend the 
rules? 

The SPEAKER. 

‘imous consent. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand the regular order | 
of business. 


MAIL STEAMER APPROPRIATION BILL. | 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- | 
ness is the consideration of House bill (No. 316) 
making appropriations for the transportation of | 
the United States mail by ocean steamers and | 
otherwise, during the fiscal year ending the 30th 
of June, 1857, upon which the revious question 
has been ordered. Pending that question, the 
gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Tuorineron] sub- 
mitted a motion to reconsider the vote by which 
certain bills were referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House. The gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Jones] raised the question of order, that the 
motion to reconsider could not be received after 
the main question had been ordered on the bill 
before the House. The Chair overruled the ques- 


It is not, except by unan- | 





he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
RECESS. || 


I object. i| 


be received and entered, but not considered at this 
time. The gentleman from Tennessee appealed 
from that decision, and the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Unperwoop] moved to lay the ap- 
veal on the table. The question immediately 
seed the House is upon the latter motion. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask if the appeal 
| must not go over with the motion to reconsider? 
The SPEAKER. It does not, in the opinion 
| of the Chair. 
laid on the table. 
The House then proceeded to the consideration 


of the mail steamer appropriation bill, the pend- 
ing question being on concurring with the Com- 


The question was taken; and the appeal was | 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union in | 


| the following amendment, upon which the yeas 
| and nays had been ordered: 
| In line nine, insert as follows : 

Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby direct- 
ed to give the notice provided for in the first section of the 
act entitled **An act to supply deficiencies in the appropri- 
ations for the service of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending the 30th June, 1854,” approved the 20th of June, 
1854, to terminate the arrangement for the additional allow- 
ance for the transportation of the United States mail be- 


steamers. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 144, nays 25; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Barclay, Barksdale, Hendley 8S. Bennett, Bliss, Bowie, 
Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John P. Camp- 


bell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Chatfee, Ezra Clark, Claw- | 


son, Clingman, Williamson R. W. 


Cobb, Colfax, Comins, 
Covode, Cragin, Cumback, 


Davis, Dean, Dick, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, | 
Emrie, English, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, | 


Henry M. Fuller, Gilbert, Goode, Greenwood, Grow. Robert 


B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, | 


dhomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hickman, | 


offman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor- 
ton, Houston, Howard, George W. Jones, Kidwell, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, Letcher, 


Damrell, Davidson, Timothy || 


Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Mar- | 


shall, Maxwell, MeCarty, MeMullin, McQueen, Killian 


Miller, Millson, Nichols, Norton, Orr, Parker, Peck, Perry, | 


| Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Porter, Powell, Pringle, Quitman, Ri- 
eaud, Richardson, Rivers, Roberts, Rutfin, Rust, Sandidge, 
| Sapp, Savage, Scott, Sherman, William Smith, William R. 
| Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Tal- 
bott, Tappan, Taylor, ‘Todd, Trafton, Trippe, ‘Tyson, Un- 


derwood, Vail, Valk, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, | 


Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, | 


Watson, Winslow, Woodruff, Woodworth, 
Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicofler—144. 
NAYS — Messrs. Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bayard 
Clarke, Dickson, Dodd, Granger, Maiteson, Millward, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Pelton, Ritchie, Sim- 
mons, Stranahan, Thurston, Wakeman, [srae] Washburn, 
Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Willis, and Wood—235. 


Daniel B. 


|} So the amendment was agreed to. 


Pending the call of the roll, 
illness. 


past, in consequence of severe indisposition. 

Mr. NORTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was agreed to, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was then ordered to be 
| engrossed, and read a third time; and being en- 
| grossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 
| Mr. PHELPS moved the previous question on 
| the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordeged; and under the operation 
thereof, the bill wa¥ passed. 


| 
| Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 
|| which the bill was passed,and also moved to lay | 


| the motion to reconsider on the table; which lat- 
ter motion was agreed to. 


consent, the 16th and J7th joint rules were sus- 
pended, so that the bill might be considered in 
the Senate during the present session. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 


which I made some minutes since, to suspend the 
rules, and go into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar; and in order that 
the House may vote understandingly, I will state 
that I propose to take up the Private Calendar 
| where we left off the other day, and act upon the 
bills as ifit were objection day. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I usk the gentleman from 


| 
'| On motion of Mr. PHELPS, by unanimous 
| 


| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, stated that Mr. Bett | 


the bill making appropriations for the mail || was detained from the House in consequence of | 


Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, stated that he had | 
been detained from the House for several days | 








I now renew the motion | 
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tion of order, and decided that the motion could | Ohio 


| States in favor of its citizens, establishe 
| the sanctions known to the law and usage of the 
| which debts ought to be immediately paid, and on| 
| the formal order of Congress for their paymen 


| pensation of its members and providing the salar 
|| payment, by which they are paid, as well for the 





August 16, 





to withdraw the motion, to enable me to offer 
the following resolution: 
Whereas, there is a large amount of unfinish 


remaining on the Private Calendar of the ty: 
Congress, much of it being for debts a 


ed business 
» Houses of 
7. the United 
by justice and aij 
nation, 
y await 
whereas, the Congress has passed a law increasi he cand 
ae era ; ™ asing the com- 

¥Y mode of 
ume Con- 
gz it im pera- 
88 before their 


gress does not sit, as for the time it does, makin 
tive upon the Congress to finish their busine 
adjournment: Therefore 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives Of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
time of the present session of Congress be extended until 
the 3lst day of August, instant, for the purpose of disposing 
of the unfinished business at present on the Private Cajen. 
dar of the two Houses respectively, and for the prompt pay- 
ment, from an overflowing Treasury, of the debts. due by 
the United States to its citizens, so that the present Gon- 
gress may not be pointed at as an example of having made 
provision for increasing the debts due by the Government 


| to its members, and for the immediate payment of those 


tween New York and Liverpool, in the Collins line of || 


debts, whilst it utterly failed to provide for the payment of 
the public creditors, many of whose claims have been go 
long established, and so unconscionably disregarded by 
Congress, whose duty it was, and is, to order their pay- 
ment; and also to transact such public business as may je 
regarded essential to the proper protection, safety, ang 


| support of the Government for the fiscal year beginning on 





the Ist day of July, ultimo. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I must decline to yield, 
The question was taken on Mr. Gippings’s 


motion; and it was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, (Mr. Haven in the chair.) 

The Chairman stated that the cal] of the Private 
ia would be resumed where it was last left 
off. 

A bill (H. R. No. 381) for the relief of Amos 
B. Corwine. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay, from any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to Amos B. Corwine, 
$27,804 33, in full compensation for moneys ex- 
pended by him in forwarding destitute citizens of 
the United States from Panama to San Francisco, 

From the report, it appears that the memorial- 
ist was, during the years 1850, 1851, 1832, and the 


| greater part of the year 1853, consul of the Uni- 





ted States at Panama, New Granada, and in that 
capacity was called upon to relieve the sufferings 
of a large number of destitute American citizens, 


| emigrating to California, who were detained at 


the port of Panama by the insufficiency of trans- 
portation on the Pacific side, and was required to 


| supply hundreds of his sick and indigent country- 
|} men with the means of subsistence, and with 


shelter during the period of their detention, and 
ultimately to forward a portion of them to San 
Francisco at his awn expense. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


A bill (H. R. No. 382) for the relief of Don 
Piatt. [Objected to by Mr. Lercuer.] 


A bill (H. R. No. 323) for the relief of S. 
Knapp. [Objected to by Mr. Jones, of Tennes- 
see. ] 


A bill (H. R. No. 385) for the relief of George 
H. Giddings, contractor for carrying the United 
States mail on route No. 12900. 

The bill authorizes the Postmaster General to 
pay to George H. Giddings, contractor for carry- 
ing the mail on route No. 12900, from Santa Fé, 
New Mexico, to San Antonio, Texas, montiily 
each way, according to the contract under which 
said service is now being performed, the sum of 
$33,500, for one year’s service, commeneing with 
18th of August, 1855, and continuing one yer; 
provided, that the Postmaster General, with the 
assent of the contractors, be authorized to annul 
said contract. 

The mail contract on route No. 12900 was 
taken at the letting in March, 1854, by one David 
Wasson. Thecontract was for four years, com- 
mencing on the Ist day of July, 1854, to end the 
30th day of June, 1858. The service required by 
the contract was the transportation of the mail in 
two-horse post-coaches, monthly each way, be- 
tween Santa Fé, New Mexico, and San Antonio, 
Texas. The compensation for this service was 
to be $16,700 per annum. 

asson commenced the execution of the con- 
tract chiefly on means borrowed from the petl- 
tioner, and being unable to execute it, the petl- 
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tioner was compelled, for his own ey to 
take the contract off Wasson’s hands, and he 
has since been recognized as contractor for the 
Department. Since the petitioner assumed the 
execution of the contract, he has faithfully per- 
formed his duty. ; 

The evidence shows that a mail of the size and 
weight at present carried over this road cannot 
be carried in two-horse post-coaches; and the 
increase of military posts and the business of the 
country forbid the expectation that the size and 
weight of the mail will be diminished. The 
petitioner is compelled to carry the mail in car- 





f 


| was regularly performed, at great expense and 


riages drawn by four, and often by six mules; | 


and this must be done, or a portion of the mail 
must be left. There is no prospect that a smaller 


force will suffice to transport the mail during the | 


continuance of this contract. 


From the length and difficulties of the route; | 


the hostile feelings of the Indians, through part 
of whose country it passes, and the exposure to 
robberies, the contractor must always send with 
the mail a strong escort of well-armed men, em- 


ployed at high wages. There is no prospect that | 


this expense can be discontinued during the exist- 
ence of the present contract, unless a military 
escort be allowed the mail; and such an escort 


ff... 


| sacrifice. 


That their claim for this service is sustained by 


| the evidence of the different postmasters on the 


route and the United States mail agents, by the 
action of the Legislative Assembly of Washington 


| Territory, and by the Delegates in Congress, 
| Messrs. ANDERSON and Lang, from Washington 
} and Oregon Territories, who say in their testi- 
| mony, that ‘*in regard to the claim of Messrs. 


Scranton and Hunt, for mail service on Puget 
Sound, we would say, that the amount asked for 
the service in question is about one half what the 
United States are now paying for the same service 
on the Pacific, viz: from Panama to Astoria, the 


| sum paid for that service is $348,250, a distance 


of 3,500 miles’ service, semi-monthly. This 
amounts to about forty-nine dollars per mile.”’ 

** The distance from Olympia to the points on 
Puget Sound mentioned in the memorial of 
Messrs. Scranton and Hunt, is from three hun- 
dred and twenty to three hundred and thirty 
miles, and allowing the same rate per mile as is 
paid for the other service, viz: from Panama to 
Astoria, the claim of Messrs. Scranton and Hunt 


| would be upwards of $15,000.”’ 


will cost the Government more than the entire || 


sum proposed to be allowed to the contractor. 
The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House. 


A bill (H. R. No. 388) for the relief of Doctor | 


James Morrow. 


The bill directs the Secretary of State to pay | 


Dr. James Morrow for his services as agricul- 
turist to the Japan expedition under Commodore 


Perry, compensation at the rate of $1,500 per | 
annum, during the time he was actually employed, | 
the same being additional to his compensation of | 
$25 per month as master’s mate, and in full for | 
his services of every nature on behalf of the Gov- | 
ernment during his connection with said expe- | 


dition. 

The report was read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
whether this claimant was appointed forany par- 


ticular service, and if so, whether there was any | 


authority for his appointment? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


The Chair is unable to 


state. The Chair knows nothing of the case, | 


except what appears in the report. 

Mr. McQUEEN. Doctor Morrow was ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of the Navy, as the 
report states, with the assurance that he would 


receive adequate compensation for his services. | 


Holding the rank of master’s mate, he discharged 


two months and a half, and all the pay that he has 
received is $300. 
Mr. HARLAN. 
vill. 

Mr. McQUEEN. 
withdraw his objection. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 
man from Ohio objects to the bill or only to the 

discussion ? 


I object to debate and to the | 


I hope the gentleman will | 


I ask whether the gentle- | 


The CHAIRMAN. To the bill distinctly; or | 


the Chair would not have announced it. 


An act (S. No. 162) for the relief of John H. 
Scranton and James M. Hunt. 
The act directs the Secretary of the Treasury to 


pay, out of any money in the Treasury not other- | 


wise appropriated, to John H.Scranton and James 
M. Hunt, $7,333 33, for conveying the United 
States mails on Puget Sound in the years 1854 
and 1855. 

The report states, that in the years 1852, 1853, 


and 1854, so rapid was the increase of population | 
and improvement of the country about Puget’s | 


Sound, in Washington Territory, that post offices | 


were established and postmasters appointed at 
Olympia, Port Townsend, and other places, a 
distance of about three hundred and twenty miles, 
and the United States mail conveyed by contract 
to the 30th of June, 1854, at which time the con- 
tract expired. That after that date, there being 
no contract conveyance, and the facilities of the 
country requiring it, the petitioners, at the urgent 
request of the citizens and business community, 
the collector of the customs at Port Townsend, 
and officers of the Territory, conveyed the mails 
from the 25th of September, 1854, to the 28th of 
August, 1855, by steamboats, and the service 








Mr. LETCHER. 
original contract ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair can give no 
information as to the terms of th 
tract. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Tunderstand the 
case to be, that the former contractor gave it up, 
and no person could be got to carry the mail for 
the sum allowed. 


What were the terms ofthe 


original con- 


The collector of customs, mail 


-agent, and the business community urged the 


claimants to perform the service—— 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The Chair 
only allows this discussion fora moment. Does 
the gentleman from Virginia object to the bill? 

Mr. LETCHER. I make no objection. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


| House. 


I wish to inquire || 


| appropriation bills whic 


A bill (H. R. No. 405) for the relief of com- 
mander John L. Saunders. [Objected to by Mr. 
Leirer. } 

A bill (H. R. No. 407) for the relief of 
Mary Jemison, deceased. [Objected to by Mr. 
LetcHeER. | _ 

At this point the committee rose informally; 
and the Speaker having resumed the chair, a 


Dicks, their Secretary, announcing that the 
Senate had passed, with an amendment, a joint 
resolution (H. R. No. 26) giving an increased 


i : urged || compensation to the laborers in the employment 
the duties of an assistant surgeon on the ship for || F 


of the executive and legislative departments of 


the Government in the city of Washington; || from South Carolina knows that that committee 


that the Senate had passed the billof the House 
(No. 201) making appropriations for certain civil 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
June 30, 1857, with sundry amendments, in 
which he was directed to ask the concurrence of 


' 
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reading; and it was accordingly read the third 
time and passed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to reconsider the votes 
by which the bills were passed; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had examined 
and found truly enrolled bills of the following 
titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

_ An act (S. No. 398) to regulate the compensa- 
tion of members of Congress; 

An act (S. No. 381) to amend the acts regula- 
ting the fees, costs, and other judicial expenses 
of the Government in the States, Territories, and 
District of Columbia, and for other purposes; and 

An act (S. No. 111) providing for a necessar 
increase of, and better organization of, the medi- 
cal and hospital departments of the Army. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message waS received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 27) extending the time for the 
creditors of Texas to present their claims, with 
an amendment, in which he was directed to ask 
the concurrence of the House. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
civil appropriation bill, with the amendments of 
the Senate thereto, be taken from the Speaker’s 
table for consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It is evident that this bill, 
and the amendments of the Senate to it, which 


| are many, must ultimately go to a committee of 
| conference; and it will save much time if the 


House disagree to the Senate amendments in 
gross, and at once have a committee of confer- 
ence. 


Mr. ORR. I dislike to throw any obstruction 


| in the way of the gentleman from Ohio, but I 
\| think, under his suggestion, we will be takin 
|} these amendments too much in gross. 


I shoul 
like to have the amendments read. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 will inform my friend 


|! from South Carolina that it will take at least an 


‘| hour to read them. 


. . + || not agree to all of these amendments. 
| message was received from the Senate, by AsBury | 


| 


| 
| 


It is evident that we shall 


The SPEAKER. The motion indicated by 
the gentleman from Ohio can only be entertained 
by unanimous consent. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. The usual course 


| would be to refer these amendments to the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means; but the gentleman 


cannot meet during the session of the House; 
and the committee of conference will, therefore, 


|| take the place of the Committee of Ways and 


the House; that the Senate had concurred in | 


the amendments of the House to the bill (S. No 
398) regulating the compensation of members of 
Congress; and that the Senate had agreed to the 
report of the committee of conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the Indian 
appropriation bill. 

The committee then resumed its session. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the commit- 


|| tee do now rise for the Pores of taking up the | 
i have just been sent from | 


the Senate. 
The motion was agreed to. So the committee 
rose; and the Speaker having resumed the chair, 


Mr. Haven reported that the Committee of the | 


Whole House had, according to order, had the 
Private Calendar generally under consideration, 
and had directed him to report to the House bills 
of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. No. 381) for the relief of Amos 
B. Corwine; 

A bill (H. R. No. 385) for the relief of George 


| 


ey 


|| pursued. 





Means. The committee of conference will ex- 
amine all these amendments, and report upon 
them to the House. I trust, then, that the course 
suggested by the gentleman from Ohio will be 
It seems to me to be the proper way, 
under the circumstances, in which to dispose of 


|| the bill. 





H. Giddings, contractor for carrying the United | 


States mail on route No. 12900; and 

An act (S. No. 162) for the relief of John H. 
Scranton and James M. Hunt. 

The House bills were severally ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, were accordingly read th® third time and 
passed. The Senate bill was ordered to a third 





Mr.ORR. If the responsibility is to be thrown 
on me, I withdraw my objection. I will not take 
the responsibility of defeating any of these appro- 
priation bills. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I should like to know from 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means what appropriation bills there are in the 
House undisposed of? His answer will control 
my conduct in reference to the present motion. 
If we have no other appropriation bill here we 
should proceed with these amendments as far as 
we can. If we have other appropriation bills re- 
quiring action, I, of course, shall follow in the 
lead of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. In nel to the gentleman 
from Alabama, I will say that I understand there 
are two committees of conference ready to report 





who have failed to agree with the managers of 
the conferences on the part of the Senate. Those 
reports will probably give rise to much debate, 
and perhaps the yeas and nays may have to be 
called two or three times. I am satisfied that we 
cannot get along with the appropriation bills 
without pursuing the course [ have suggested. 
Mr. STANTON. Like the gentleman from 
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South Carolina, [Mr. Onr,]}I do not feel disposed || man from Ohio has been adopted by general con- 


to take the responsibility of defeating this appro- 
priation bill; but I wish the House to understand 
that there are some four or five millions of dol- 
Jars involved in these amendments. 
amendments go to the committee of conference 
upon a general disagreement to all, a single vote 
will be taken, when the committee report, upon 


agreeing or disagreeing to the amendments. Now, | 


| 
| 


the committee of conference, if appointed now, | 


would have no indication as to what amendments 
of the Senate the House desires to agree or dis- 
agree to. The House is cut off from all oppor- 
tunity of expressing its opinion in detail upon 
them. 
and Sunday until twelve o’clock, than adopt this 


I confess that I would rather sit all night | 


wholesale way of disposing of these amendments. | 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Does my colleague ob- 
ject? I think he has had as much to do with 
throwing obstacles in the way of these appro- 


priation bills as any other member of this House. || 


wish to know whether he objects? 

Mr. STANTON. 
me to object, I do object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I move to suspend 
the rules. , 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
from Ohio will hear me, I will propose that he 


| ments read ? 


If these | 


As my colleague challenges || 


sent. 


| Mr. FLAGLER. 


The SPEAKER. They will be read if request- 
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We can have the amend- | 
\| 


} 
j 


it 
} 


led. 

| Mr. FLAGLER. I call for the reading of 
| them. 
| Mr. ORR. If the gentleman from New York | 


requires that the amendments shall be read, I | 


| suppose that the House can, with the consump- 
tion of but little more time, vote upon them as 
they are reported by the Clerk. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If the gentleman from New 
York insists upon the reading of the amendments, 
I will withdraw my motion, and move the previ- 
| ous question upon the amendments. I wish to 


demand? 

Mr. FLAGLER. I think that the amendments 
ought to be read; but if we can have a separate 
| vote upon any amendments we may designate, I 


| upon the others. 


main question was ordered. 


| en : 

| The previous question was seconded, and the 
\} 

| 


cal] the previous question upon these amend- | 


ments, and then we will have them read over, and 
have a vote of the House upon them separately 
without debate. It is an extraordinary course, I 
know; but we are in an extraordinary condition, 
and, therefore, | make the suggestion. The 
House, under that course, may agree to some of 


the amendments, and refer those to which it dis- | 


agrees to a committee of conference. 
Mr. MILLSON. I am inclined to think, from 


what has just passed before us, that the gentle- | 


man from Ohio, [Mr. Sranwron,] who made objec- | 


tion, did not seriously intend to make objection; |) States courts in Baltimore, &c., the following: 


{ And the further sum of $267,000 to enable the President 
Jeacue to make an objection, he did so because || 
) . || ditionally purchased by him of the Merchants’ Exchange 


but fancying that he was challenged by his col- 


some little personal feeling or pride of position 


was involved. I beg leave to suggest to the gen- | 
tleman from Ohio, who may feel disposed to make | 


objection to-the proposed proceeding, that this 


course is ope exceedingly common in this Hall, | 
especially at this period of the session; and the | 


gentleman will find that, while the present course 
is well calculated to save time, the difficulties 
which he suggests will not be avoided by the 
adoption of the mode which he indiaimed: just 
now; for if we concur or non-concur in many 
amendments of the Senate, at last all those will 
be subject to the action of the committee of con- 
ference, and we shall in the end be compelled to 
vote upon the report of that committee as a whole. 
And I suggest to the gentleman from Ohio that 
we obtain a decided advantage in the conference 
by objecting to all the amendments of the Senate, 
for then in the committee we may recede from 
a number of them, and use our disposition to 
recede as a reason for urging the Senate to recede 
from some of their amendments. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the 
rules is not debatable, unless by general consent. 

Mr. STANTON. My purpose in rising before 
was to indicate to the House what the result of 
this mode of proceeding would be; and I did not 
intend, until challenged to do so by my colleague, 
to interpose any objection. I will now withdraw 
my objection, 

Mr. MILLSON. Then there is no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
there is no objection. 

Mr. FLAGLER. It will be in order, I sup- 
pose, to ask for a separate vote upon any amend- 
ment where it is desired? 

The SPEAKER. The amendments are to be 
considered together, by the unanimous consent of 
the House, just given, as the Chair understood. 

Mr. WALKER. | desire to know what will 
be the effect of such an order of the House re- 
ferring the amendments to a committee of confer- 
ence? Will thecommittee be bound by the action 
of the House upon the amendments ? 

The SPEAKER: The whole matter will be 
in the discretion of the committee of conference. 

Mr. MACE. If the proposition is to disagree 
to these amendments in the aggregate, and then 
refer the whole matter to a committee of confer- 
ence, I object. 


The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 


The Senate amendments were then reported 
by the Clerk; upon which action was had as fol- 
lows: 

First amendment: 

Page 2, line six, strike out the word “ correct,” and in- 
the clause read : 

For running a line to connect the triangulation on the 


Atlantic coast with that on the Gulf of Mexico, across the 
Florida peninsula, $15,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Second amendment: 


Add to the clause making appropriation for repairing 
certain public buildings in Philadelphia, and for purchasing 


| asite fora building for the accommodation of the United 


to purchase the lot, and repair the building thereon, con- 


Company for a post office in the said city of Baltimore. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Third amendment: 

Strike out the, word ‘‘ building,” and insert the word 
* bujldings 3”? so as to make the paragraph in relation to the 
United States court at Baltimore read: 

Provided, That no part of the money shail be applied for 
the erection of such buildings until, &c. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fourth amendment: 

Page ten, after line eighteen, insert: 

To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase for 
the United States the lot in the rear of the marine hospital 
at Mobile, Alabama, $6,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifth amendment: 
Insert as follows: 


For completing the marine hospital at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
$86,000. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 


Insert as follows : 

For improving Battery and Washington streets and road- 
way O. P., around the custom-house at San Francisco, 
California, $13,401 30. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: 


Strike out the words, “ for flagging the sidewalks and all 
the areas, terrace, curb-stone for three streets, building 
three vaults, and completing the stone balustrade of the 
custom-house at Cincinnati, Ohio, $20,609 90,’ and insert in 
lieu thereof the following: 

For completing the custom-house and post office build- 
ings at Cincinnati, Ohio, with all the necessafy additions, 
appendages, and accommodations, $35,000. 


Mr. HARRISON. I ask that the recommend- 
ation of the Secretary of the Treasury may be 
read. 

Objection was made. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighth amendment: 


Page 11, line ten, after word “ dollars,” strike out the fol- 
lowing : 

Provided, That it shall not be lawful, after the 15th day 
of November, in the year 1856, for any officer in commission 
in the military service of the United States to have charge 
of or to be employed as assistant superintendent or architect 
in the construction of the building for which this appropri- 
ation is made, nor for any other custom-house, or marine 
hospita), mint, post office, court-house, Capitol extension, 
or other public quilding, except such as pertain to the mili- 





tary defense of the United States: .4nd provided her, 
That from and after the said 15th day of November, 1856, 
the general supervision of the construction of the Capitol 


know whether the gentleman insists upon his | 


sert in lieu thereof the word ** connect;’’ so as to make | 


|| Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Interi 


( ] : || the lower bridge, $5,300. 
' am willing that the vote shall be taken in gross | 





August 16, 


| and Post Office extensions shall be transferre 





d from the 
or. 


Mr. BALL called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Epp and 
BARKSDALE were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
| ported—ayes 83, noes 69. 
So the amendment was concurred in, 
Ninth amendment: 


For inclosing and grading the lot, constructin 
ments and cisterns, and introducing gas for the 
house at Oswego, New York, $5,000, 


The amendment was concurred in, 


Tenth amendment: 


For fencing and grading the grounds, completing and 
furnishing the custom-house at Barnstable, Massachusetts 
$9,870 80. ’ 


* The amendment was concurred in. 
Eleventh amendment: 


For bridging the Kenduskeag river on each side of the 
custom-house, at Bangor, Maine, from the middle bridge to 





& pave. 
Custom. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twelfth amendment: 


And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
to sell the old custom-house and lot, at Providence, Rhode 
{sland, and apply the proceeds thereof to the purchase of 
land for the enlargement of the site of the custom-house 
now being constructed at that place; or to exchange said 
old custoin-house and lot for land for the enlargement of 
said site, if, in the opinion of said Secretary, it shall be 
nore advantageous. 


The amendment was concurred in. 





Thirteenth amendment: 

After line two hundred and thirty-eight, insert: 

That the officers of the late surveying and exploring ex- 
pedition to the China seas, and Behring’s straits, who, under 
the orders of the Secretary of the Navy, performed the 
duties of grades higher than their own respectively, shall 
be entitled to receive, in lieu of the pay of their own grades, 
the pay of the grades whose duties they performed, respect- 

| ively, for and during the time they performed the same; 
| and that the same be paid out of any money in the Treas. 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fourteenth amendment: 

In the clause for the completion of the marine hospital at 
New Orleans, in addition to the appropriation heretofore 
made by the act approved August 4, 1854, $86,322 10, strike 
out ** $86,322 10,”? and insert: 

One hundred and fifty-one thousand six hundred and 
fifty-nine dollars and twenty cents: Provided, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall be authorized to direct the 
said hospital to be built either of iron or brick, or of both 
materials and fire-proof, as in his discretion he may deem 
best adapted to the climate. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifteenth amendment: 


For completing the custom-house at Norfolk, Virginia, 
$54,652 53: Provided, That the proceeds that shall be re- 
ceived from the sale of the present custom-house shall be 
paid into the Treasury of the United States. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixteenth amendment: 


For enlarging the ——s provided by law to be con- 
structed at Bristol, Rhode Island, for a post office and 
court-house, over the plan adopted under the appropriation 
heretofore made, and so modifying said plan as, in the opin- 
ion of the Secretary of the Treasury, the public conveni- 
ence shall require, $7,500, and ten per centum on the same 
for contingencies : Provided, That such enlargement and 
modification shall be completed within the sums hereto/ore 
and hereby appropriated. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventeenth amendment: 


For alteration and moeerwemees of the court-room in the 
City Hall of the ¥. of Washington, in the District of Co- 
lumbia, the sum of $2,500. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighteenth amendment: 


For continuing the Capitol extension, $750,000. 
For continuing the ding and planting with trees the 
unimproved portions of the Mall, $10,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Nineteenth amendment: 

For continuing the works on the Washington aqueduct, 
$500,000. 

Mr. BOWIE. I call for the yeas and nays on 
that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. aa 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 76, nays 101; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Barbour, Barksdale, 
Hendley 8. Bennett, Billinghurst, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce; 
Branch, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Bayard 


Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Craige, Cullen, 
Davidson, Denver, Dick, Dickson, Edmundson, Eustis, 
Fauikner, Florence, Foster, 
D. Fuller, Giddings, Goode, 


Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. 
Robert B. Hall, Thomas L- 
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farri arrison, Hoffman, Valentine B. Horton, Kelly, 
Haris Rnight, Kunkel, Lake, Mace, Alexander K. Mar- 
shail, Humpbrey Marshall, Maxwell, Killian Miller, Mill- 
ward, Orr, Peck, Pennington, Porter, Ricaud, Ritchie, 
Roberts, Rust, Sandidge, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- || 
liam Smith, William R. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, 
Tavior, Thorington, Thurston, Trafton, Tyson Under- 
wood, Vail, Valk, Wakeman, Warner, Wheeler, Winslow, 
Jood—76. 

and AYS — Messrs. Ball, Barclay, Bliss, Brenton, Brooks, 

| 

| 


Twenty-second amendment: 


_ For defraying the expenses of running the boundary 
line between the State of Texas and the Territory of New 
Mexico, $10,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-third amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to pay for, or 
allow for, the engraving of the “ Ingraham medal,” in pur- 
suance of a contract made by direction of the Secretary of 
the Navy, under authority of law, $2,200. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
remainder of the amendments—some fifty-four— 
be non-concurred in en masse, with a view of 
having a committee of conference, which must be 
had sooner or later on these amendments. 

The motion was entertained by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


Broom, Buffinton, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Caskie, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Coliax, Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
Henry Winter Davis, Dean, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, Edie, 
Edwards, Elliott, Emrie, Etheridge, Flagler, Galloway, 
Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hickman, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Howard, Hughston, George 
w. Jones, Kelsey, King, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel S. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Mc- 
Mullin, McQueen, Millson, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, | 
Parker, Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Powell, Pringle, Puryear, | 
Quitman, Rivers, Ruffin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Sim- | 
mons, Sneed, eee "e erahaeee poh oe ae | 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Wash- s ‘ As 

burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wells, Williams, non-concurred in. 
Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—101. 


So the amendment was non-concurred in. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A messsage was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill (H. R. 

| 


sTER, Esq., his Private Secretary. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. tii move that 
a committee of conference be appointed upon 
the disagreeing votes of the two aan upon 
this bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon, 

The SREAKER appointed, as such committee 
upon the part of the House, Messrs. Davis of 
Maryland, Wasusurne of lilinois, and H. Mar- 
SHALL. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
imous consent of the House to take from the 


Speaker’s table the bill (H. R. No. 153) making 
appropriations for the support of the Army for 


| President of the United States, by Sipney Wes- 


No. 574) making an appropriation for the surve 
of the southern boundary line of Kansas Terri- 
tory, without amendment. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 


Twentieth amendment: 


For continuing the construction of the new dome of the 
Capitol, $100,000. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 
amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wave and 
A. K. Marsuaue were appointed. 

The House divided; “ad the tellers reported— 
ayes 73, noes 42. 

Mr. STANTON. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I desire to suggest 
that if the yeas and nays are ordered on all these 
amendments we never shall get through with this 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. STANTON. There was no quorum on 
the vote of tellers. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 102, nays 67; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Barbour, Barksdale, 
Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Bradshaw, Brooks, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, 


I call for tellers on the 


House insist upon its amendment to the amend- 


| ference be appointed. 
The motion was agreed to; and thereupon 
The Speaker appointed as such committee on 
the part of the House, Messrs. Campse.t of Ohio, 
PENNINGTON, and QuiTMAN. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL—REPORT OF 


CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I desire 
to report from the committee of conference upon 
the Indian appropriation bill the following: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 71) making appro- 
priations for the current and contingent expenses of the In- 
dian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
various Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1857, 
having met, after full and free conference, have agreed to 
recommend, and do recommend, to their respective Houses, 
as follows: 

That the House do recede from its disagreement to the 
sixtieth amendment of the Senate, with an amendment as 
follows: . 

Add at the end of the section the words, “‘ But the yearly 
pay of interpreters in that State shall in no case exceed 
$1,000.” 

That the House do recede from its disagreement to the 
sixty-fourth amendmeat of the Senate, with amendments 
as follows: 


I call for the yeas and 





Bayard Clarke, Clingman, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter 
Davis, Timothy Davis, Denver, Dick, Dickson, Durfee, 
Edie, Edmundson, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Flagler, Flor- 
ence, Foster, Giddings, Goode, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, 
Herbert, Hickman, Hoffman, Valentihe B. Horton, Kelly, 
Knight, Kunkel, Lake, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. 
Marshall, Maxwell, McQueen, Killian Miller, Millson, 
Millward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Mordecai Oli- 
ver, Orr, Parker, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Suuliinnsem, Porter, 
Pringle, Ricaud, Ritchie, Roberts, Sandidge, Scott, Sher- 
man, Simmons, William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, 
Spinner, Stephens, Stewart, Stranahan, Swope, Taylor, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Tyson, 
Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 
Welch, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, 
Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—102. 


thereof insert, ‘‘ heretofore made and filed in the Depart- 
ment of the Interior ;”’ add at the end of the section the 
words, “ Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to bind the United States to make payment of said 
claims.”’ 





NAYS — Messrs. Ball, Henry Bennett, Hendley 8. Ben- 
nett, Bliss, Branch, Brenton, Buffinton, Burnett, Cadwala- 
der, Caskie, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Howell Cobb, William- 
son R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damrell, Dean, Dodd, Elliott, Emrie, English, 
Galloway, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Hughston, George W. Jones, 
Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knox, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, McMullin, 
Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Perry, Phelps, Pike, Powell, 
Puryear, Ruffin, Sapp, Savage, Shorter, Stanton, bi oo 
Underwood, Wade, Waldron, Elihu B. Washburne, Wat- 
s0n, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright—67. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-first amendment: 


That the public lands heretofore reserved for military 
Purposes in the State of Florida, which said lands, in the 
opinion of the Secretary of War, are no longer useful or 
desired for such purposes, or so much thereof as said Sec- 
retary may designate, shall be, and are hereby, placed under 
the control of the General Land Office, to be disposed of 
and sold in the same manner and under the same regula- 
tions as other public lands of the United States: Provided, 
That said lands shall not be so placed under the control of 
the General Land Office until said opinion of the Seeretary 
of War, giving his consent communicated to the Secretary 
of the Interior in writing, shall be filed and recorded. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


The amendments of the Senate in which the 
committee recommend aconcurrence, with amend- 
ments, are as follows: 


Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That the act of 27th 
of February, 1851, fixing the rate of compensation for in- 
terpreters, as far as it relates to California, be and the same 
is hereby repealed— 


with an amendment to add thereto the follow- 


in no case exceed $1,000. 


law, 1s , but the committee recommend that 
in California it shall be limited to a sum not ex- 
o_o The superintendent of Indian 
| affairs had recommended $2,000. 


| The next Senate amendment in which the 
committee recommend a concurrence, with an 
| amendment, is as follows: 

| See. 8. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
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'| the Interior be authorized and required to cause an inves- 


I move that the 


The remaining amendments were accordingly 


A message in writing was received from the | 


I ask the unan- || 


the year ending 30th of June, 1857, with the action | 
of the Senate thereon, and will move that the | 


ment of the Senate, and that a committee of con- | 


In line seven strike out the word “ made,’”’ and in lieu | 
? 


That the Senate recede from its 57th, 59th, 61st, 65th, | 
and 67th amendments, and that the House of Representa- | 
tives concur in the 62¢ and 63d amendments of the Senate. 


ing: 
Bat the yearly pay of the interpreter in that State shall | 


The pay of an interpreter, under the general | 


| tigation to be had of the claims for depredations by Indians 
in the Territory of New Mexico, that may have been made, 
and report to the next ses<ion of Congress, or as soon as 
practicable, the facts in each case, and particularly enumer- 
ating such as come within the provisions of the intercourse 
law, and for which, in his opinion, indemnity should be pro- 
vided by Congress. 


The committee recommend a concurrence in 
that amendment, with an amendment to strike 
out the word ** made,’’ and insert in lieu thereof 
the words ‘heretofore made, and filed in the 
Spree of the Interior;’’ and to add at the 
end of the section the words: 
| Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 

strued to bind the Unit -d States to make payment of such 

claim. 
The amendments of the Senate in which the 
committee recommend a concurrence by the 

House are as follows: 


Sixty-second amendment: 


Sec. 6. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Interior be required te pay to Spunk, or Baid Frog, 
alias Joseph Henson, the amount of $400 for his valuation 
of an improvement under the Cherokee treaty of 1835, in 
pursuance of the provision of the twenty-fourth section of 
the act of March 3, 1855, making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government. 


The sum contained in that amendment had 


|| been appropriated in a former appropriation bill, 


and the only question was, as to which Bald 


|| Frog—for there were two Indians of that name— 


| was entitled to the amount. Satisfactory proof 
having been made that the Indian known as 
Bald Frog, alias Joseph Henson, is entitled to it, 
the committee recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. ; 


|| Sixty-third amendment: 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That, in addition to the 
|| number now allowed by law, the President be authorized 
|| to appoint one Indian agent, east of the Rocky Mountains, 
at a salary of $1,500. 


The amendments from which the committee 
recommend that the Senate do recede are the 
following: 

Fifty-seventh amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of the Interior to redeem the 
pledges of Governor D). Meriwether, in the articles recently 
| negotiated by him, under instructions given in pursuance 
| of the act of Congress making appropriations to defray the 
expenses of said negotiations, made to the tribes and bands 
| respectively, with whom peaceable relations have been 
definitely agreed on and now exist, in making to said In- 
dians presents of goods, agricultural implements, and other 
useful articles, and in assisting them to locate in permanent 
abodes, and sustain themselves by the pursuits of civilized 
life, $35,000. 


Fifty-ninth amendment: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, in settling the 
accounts of Thomas J. Henley, superintendent’ of Indian 
affairs in California, the accounting officers of the Treasury 
be, and they are hereby, authorized to allow him the 
amounts he actually paid to interpreters during the years 
|| of 1854 and 1855; and the amount of $750 paid by him to 
Saunders and Brenham, for interest on money advanced 
by them on account of the Indian service in California, 
upon his producing satisfactory vouchers for these expend 

itures. 


Sixty-first amendment: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in the assignment 
or transfer of warrants issued, or hereafter to be issued, to 
the Creeks and Seminoles of Biack Dirt’s party, the agent 
of said Indians may recognize, in certifying to the validity 
of such transfers or assignments, such amounts as he may 
be satisfied have been previously advanced to the warran- 
tees, or their representatives, in good faith, as part of the 
purchase-money thereof, and consideration therefor, either 
in money or goods. 


Sixty-fifth amendment: 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the third section 
of the act making appropriation for the current and con 
|| tingent expenses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling 
|} treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, approved 
|| March 3, 1855, be, and the same is hereby, so modified and 
|| amended as to limit the authority of the Secretary of the 
|| Interior to cause to be paid the sum of $53 33 to such indi- 

viduals only of the North Carolina Cherokees as are em- 
braced in the roll of John C. Mullay,and who may be living 





at the time of payment provided for in the said section of 
said act: Provided, That nothing herein contained shail be 
|| construed to repeal any provision im said act. 


Sixty-seventh amendment: 


Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
War be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay to 
Jean Baptiste Faribault, and Pelagie Faribault, bis wife, 

| the sum of $12,000, with interest thereupon from the 12th 

of March, 1839, in full payment of their claim to the island 

at the confluence of the Mississippi and St. Pierre rivers, in 

fulfillment of a contract entered into for that purpose on said 

|| 12th day of March, 1839, between the Secretary of War 
| and the attorneys in fact of the said Faribault and wife. 


I ask the House to concur in the report of the 
committee, and upon that I call the previous 


; 
|} question. 7 
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The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered to be put; and under the 


operation there of, the report of the committee of | 


conference was concurred in. 


Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by | 


which said report was concurred in, and also 

moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 

table; which latter motion was agreed to, 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed, without amend- 
ment, House bills of the following titles: 


sureties of Robert King, deceased; and 


Kentucky. 


Also, that they had passed, with amendments, | 


in which he was directed to ask the concurrence 
of the House, a bill of thre following title: 


A bill making appropriations for light-houses, || 
light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the | 
erection and establishment of the same, and for | 
other purposes. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL— 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I 


the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses 


of the Government for the year ending the 30th | 
of June, 1857; and I desire the attention of the | 
House, as | propose to ask the action of the House | 
upon the proposition which [ am going to submit, | 


The || 


and I desire the House to understand it. 
committee of conference were unable to agree. 
They did agree, however, upon a number of 


amendments, but they could not make a ae in | 


part, and therefore the committee separated with- 
out agreeing upon any report. They separated, 
however, with the understanding, that those 


amendments from which the Senate committee | 
were willing to recede, the Senate should recede | 
from, and that we would move in the House that | 
the House should recede from those disagree- | 


ments which the committee of conference, on the 


part of the House, were willing to recede from. |) 
f this action should be carried out by the two | 
Houses, the disagreement would be brought down | 
The Senate have car- | 
ried out that suggestion. On the motion ofa mem- | 


to one or two questions. 


ber of the committee of conference, they have 


receded from their amendments to which we dis- | 


agreed. I willstate to the House what they were, 
although no action can be had upon them by the 
House, for—the Senate having receded from them 
—they have fallen. 


The Senate concurred in the twenty-fifth || 


amendment of the House, which was a mere 


formal amendment, amounting to nothing. They | 
also concurred in our amendment where we in- || 
yroviso in reference to the Madison || 


serted a 
papers. ‘They also concurred in our amendment 
in relation to the transfer of certain clerks of 
Departments. They also receded from their 
amendment in relation to the compensation of 
surgeons at Panama. 
their amendment proposing to establish a library 
for the Court of Claims. ‘They have also receded 


from their amendment providing for extra pay of | 
These | 
‘ amendments—it is now reported to us—the Senate | 


laborers in the Executive Departments. 


have receded from, and no further action can be 
had in regard to them by this House. 

On the part of the House, I move now, that it 
recede from its action in regard to the following 
amendments, wherein the committee of conference 
unanimously agreed, in endeavoring to arrange 
the difficulties between the two Houses, to recom- 
mend the House to recede: from its disagreement 
to the Ist, 2d, and 3d amendments of the Senate, 


providing for compensation to the disbursing offi- | 


cers of the Senate, and to the clerk of*one of their 
committees, authorized by resolution of the Sen- 
ate, just as we authorize the employment of clerks 
to our committees. We propose also to recede 
from our disagreement to the amendment of the 
Senate putting in an appropriation for payment 
for extra copies of the Globe and Appendix. It 
is hardly necessary that I should state to the 
House—members are aware of it—that a certain 


| the Globe. 
the usual one, providing a further sum to pay for 
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extra number of copies of the Globe and Appendix || Marreson, to constitute the second ¢ 
is furnished to each member of the House and || of conference on the part of the House 


Senator. At the time our bill passed we had not 
been furnished with an estimate for the extra 
numbers of the Globe and Appendix to be fur- 
nished to the Senate. We therefore inserted a 
provision merely to pay for our own number of 
The amendment of the Senate was 


|, their number, to which there can be no objection. 


The eleventh amendment of the Senate was to 


|| reimburse one of our consular agents for money 











| amount to meet these contingencies. 
| put in an amendment for it; and the committee 
| agreed to recommend the House to recede from 
| its disagreement to it. 


| other committee of conference. 
| that my motion to insist on our disagreeing votes 


| question upon them. 





paid out, and expended, in carrying out the neu- 


| trality law. The House will recollect, that in the 
A bill for the relief of the representatives and || 


bill just disposed of we have appropriated, at the 


| instance of the State Department, $10,000, to be 
A bill for the relief of John Poe, of Louisville, || 


placed at the disposal of the Secretary of State, 


| for the purpose of enforcing our neutrality laws. 


No such appropriation having been made by the 
last Congress, there was no money in the Treas- 


| ury to meet these contingencies; and the Secre- 


tary of State has called upon us to give him that 
The Senate 


The other amendment of the Senate in regard 


| to which the committee agreed to recommend the 
desire to make a |! 
report from the committee of conference upon | 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the | 
bill (H. R. No. 202) making appropriations for | 


House to recede from its action, was @ relation 
to the compensation of some three or four clerks 
in the Department of State. A difficulty arose 
about the compensation of these clerks, as to 


| whether or not they were entitled to certain in- 
creased compensation voted by Congress to clerks | 


of acertain class. The Secretary of State held 
that they were. The Secretary of the Treasury 
held that they were not. This amendment of the 
Senate was simply for a construction of this law 
iu favor of the construction made by the Secre- 
tary of State. 

These are the amendments, Mr. Speaker, from 
its disagreement to which it is proposed that the 
House shall recede. If the House recede as the 
Senate has receded from a portion of its amend- 
ments, it will then leave, as questions still pending 
between the two Houses, the following: the three 
provisoes in relation to Kansas. They are under- 
stood by the House, and it is unnecessary for me 
to speak of them in detail. They are the pro- 
visoes in relation to the executive and judiciary 
departments, and the general proviso about the 
enforcement of the law there, and the amendment 
of the Senate providing pay for the Legislature 
of Kansas. These three amendments (Nos. 20, 
21, and 30) will still stand as open questions. 

In addition to these there will be left the dis- 
agreement between the two Houses on the pro- 
vision for paying for the books distributed by 


_resolution of the House; also, that for the in- 


creased pay of the officers of the Mint at Phil- 
adelphia; also, that for increased pay for some 


| judicial officers in California, and in this District; 


also, that creating the offices of an additional 
inspector and two subordinate inspectors on the 
Pacific coast. 

If my motion be agreed to, Mr. Speaker, these 


| will be open questions, on which the Senate has 
|| invited another committee of conference. 
| these amendments that I have last referred to, the 
They have receded from | 


On 


Senate is willing to recede from its disagreement, 
if the House recede from its Kansas provisoes. 


| On that point we cannot agree; and therefore 


the conference was broken up. I move now that 
the House recede from its disagreements to the 
amendments from which I have stated the com- 


|| mittee of conference were willing to recede; and 
I move to insist on the other disagreeing votes, 


and to agree to the request of the Senate for an- 
I would state 


is merely a formal motion. The House knows 
that I was opposed to those Kansas provisoes; 
but I do not propose at this time to ask a test 
I prefer that another com- 
mittee of conference shall be appointed; and it 
will be time enough to make a test question when 
we see whether another committee of conference 
cannot agree on the disagreeing votes. I ask the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be now put. 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Coss’s 
motion was agreed to; and the Speaker thereupon 
appointed Messrs. Coss of Georgia, Grow, and 


August | 16, 


OMMittee 


| Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the yote b 
which the House agreed to his motion, and als 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid = 

_the table; which latter motion was agreed to, ; 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


| Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the fj. 
lowing titles, when the Speaker signed the samp. 
| Anact making appropriations for the survey 
of the southern boundary line of Kansas Ter;j. 
| tory; and : 
zo act for the relief of John H. Scranton and 
| James M. Hunt. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a meg. 

| sage from the President of the United States, jy 

answer to a resolution of the House, in relation 

to the pardon of Daniel Drayton and Adam Say. 

ers in 1852, transmitting a communication from 

the Secretary of State, giving the required inform. 

| ation; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
| to be printed. 

SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULES. 


By unanimous consent, the resolution of the 
| Senate suspending the 16th and 17th joint rules 
| for the residue of the present session, was taken 
up for consideration. 
| The rules were read, as follows: 

‘© 16. No bill that shall have passed one House shall be 
| sent for concurrence to the other on either of the three Jast 
| days of the session. 

*¢ 17. No bill or resolution that shall have passed the House 
| of Representatives and the Senate, shall be presented to the 
| President of the United States for his approbation during 
| the last day of the session.” 
| The question was taken; and the House cop. 
| curred in the resolution of the Senate. 


REFERENCE OF SENATE BILL. 


Mr. BISHOP, by unanimous consent, reported 
from the Committee of Claims Senate bill (No, 
407) for the relief of Francis A. Gibbon and Fran- 
cis X. Kelly; which was referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. DENVER. [ask the consent of the House 
| to report, from the select committee on the Pa- 
‘cific railroad, a bill to provide for railroad and 
telegraphic communications from the Atlantic 
| States to the Pacific acean, and for other pur- 

poses, for the purpose of having it referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


Several Memsers objected. 


TEXAS CREDITORS. 

On motion of Mr. COBB, of Georgia, the 
House took from the Speaker’s table the bill of 
the House extending the time for the creditors of 
the State of Texas to present their claims, with 

-an amendment of the Senate, allowing said cred- 
itors until the Ist of January next to present their 
claims, and Yrequiring the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury then to pay to said claimants, pro rata, the 

| $750,000 appropriated for that purpose. 

| The amendment was concurred in. 


LIGHT-HOUSE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| On motion of Mr. COMINS, by unanimous 

consent, the light-house appropriation bill, with 
/the amendments of the Senate thereto, was taken 
| from the Speaker’s table for consideration. 


First amendment: 
At the end of the clause for rebuilding the light-house 
| at Biack river, Ohio, insert: ; 

And for completion of the rebuilding and repairs of the 
west pier and pier-head upon which said light-house 1s 
| erected, and connecting the same with the shore, $11,026. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Second amendment: 

Strike out “ $500,” and insert “ $5,000” in the follow- 
ing item: 

For a light-house in the mouth of the Au Sable river, 00 
Lake Huron, $500. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Third amendment: 

Insert at the end of the following clause, viz: F 

“Seo. 3. And be it further enacted, That the following 
named lights be discontinued,” the words, “ Provided, The 
Secretary of the Treasury so direct.”’ 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fourth amendment: 


Add at the end of the bill: 
Seo. 7. And be it further enacted, That the clerks and 
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valid; but that the same shall inure solely to the | Mary A. M. Jones. 
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[Objected to by Mr. Jones, 


benefit of said Lemuel Worster, and be and re- || of Tennessee. ] 
main in his control, or that of his legally appointed | 
and qualified guardian, under suitable bonds for || 


the proper disbursement of the same for the ben- 
efit of said Worster. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

The committee rose informally; and 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dicxiys, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that the Senate had receded from its fourth 
amendment to the light-house bill, in which the 
House had non-concurred. 

The committee then resumed its session. 

An act (S. No. 147) for the relief of Edward 
A. Stevens. 

An act (S. No. 288) to grant the right of pre- 
emption in certain lands ‘8 the Indiana Yearly 
Meeting of the Society of Friends, [Objected to 
by Mr. Rusr.} 

An act (S. No. 245) for the relief of Franck 
Taylor. 

The act directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay, out of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to Franck Taylor, of 
the city of Washington, the amounts of duties 
paid by or for him to the collectors of the ports 
of New York and Philadelphia, upon importa- 
tions of quills by or for him during the years 
1853, 1854, and 1855; provided said quills shall 
have been imported and delivered at the navy- 
yard of the United States in Washington city, in 
pursuance of any contract with, or orders from, 
the bureau of ordnance and hydrography of the 
United States. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Read the report. 

Mr. PHELPS. There is no report; the report 
of the Senate committee was adopted by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. These quills were 
iageses for the use of the bureau of ordnance 
and hydrography; and, under all former laws, 
the importer was entitled to have them imported 
free of duty. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If he paid the 
duty, the ee it back to him in the 
price of the quills, and why should it be again 
refunded ? 

Mr. PHELPS. The Government has not paid 
‘it back. We think the Government was wrong 
in exacting the duty, and this bill is to refund 
that which, in the opinion of the Committee on 
Finance of the Senate, and of the Committee of 
Ways and Means of this House, was improperly 
exacted 

Mr. JONES. Did not the Government pay 
him for the quills? 

Mr. PHELPS. Yes; but he had the right, 
under existing laws, to import them free of duty. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

An act (S. No. 309)*for the relief of Brevet 
Brigadier General John B. Walbach, of the United 
States Army. 

The bill directs the Secretary of War to pay to 
Brevet Brigadier General John B. Walbach, United 
States Army, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, such extra compen- 
sation as he may consider just and reasonable for 
the extra services performed by the said Walbach 
as aide-de-camp to General Wilcane. commis- 
sioner of the United States to treat with the 
western Indians, in the years 1801 and 1802, pro- 
vided the per diem allowance shall not exceed 
that paid to General Wilkerson, nor be less than 
that of the secretary to the commission for their 
extra services while they were engaged in the same 
service. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

An act (S. No. 375) for the relief of Eliza B. 
McNeill. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Navy to 
place the name of Eliza B. McNeill upon the 
pension list, and to allow her a pension equal in 
amount to half the pay her ate mn F. B. 
MeNeill, was entitled to as captain in the United 
States marine corps at the time of his death, for 
five years, from April 25, 1856, payable semi- 
annually. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


An act (S. No. 300) granting a pension to 


[Objected to by Mr. UnpEerwoop.] | 
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An act (S. No. 345) for the relief of Nathan 
M. Lounsbury. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | 
Rey to Nathan M. Lounsbury, of Rutland county, | 

ermont, $756, being at the rate of eight dollars 


| per month, for arrears of pension, from the 18th 


| steamer Major Tompkins. 





of March, 1818, to the 4th of February, 1826. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I object. 
Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, my col- 


| league, [Mr. Meacnam,] who has the papers in 


this case, is not present; but the claimant in this 
case is a poor old man, about one hundred years 
old. I hope the gentleman will withdraw his 
objection, 
fr. McMULLIN. 
tion. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


I will withdraw my objec- 


| House. 


An act (S. No. 308) for the relief of John H. 
Scranton and James M. Hunt, owners of the 
[Objected to by Mr. 
WituiaMs. | 

An act (S. No. 377) for the relief of Ambrose 
Lanfear, of Louisiana. The bill provides that 
the surveys of claim No. 74, known as the claim 
of the children of Paul Toups, and of claim No. 
529, known as the claim of Daspit St. Armand, 
executed by Maurice Hanke, United States deputy 
surveyor, and coe of by William J. Mc- 
Culloh, United States surveyor general for the 


| State of Louisiana, on the 5th of May, 1855, be 
confirmed in favor of Ambrose Lanfear for the 


land embraced within the said surveys confirmed; 
provided, that such confirmation shall only be 
construed into a relinquishment of title on the 


| part of the United States, and shall not affect the 


rights of any third person claiming title either 
under adverse title or as preémption. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill is reported from 
thé Committee on Private Land Claims, with 
the following amendment: 

ind provided further, That any person or persons who 
are now settled on the said lands, or any portion of the 
said lands embraced in the said surveys, shall be entitled 
to have and maintain an action to test the validity of said 
surveys, and the extent of the said claims of the children 
of Paul Toups, and of Daspit St. Atmand, Nos. 74 and 529, 
and to have the same determined judicially inthe same 
manner as though the land on which they are settled had 
been surveyed as public land, and they had been permitted 
to enter the same by way of preémption, it being the true 
intentand meaning of this act, that no person who would 
be now entitled to a right of preémption to any part of the 
said land, if the same were the property of the United 
States, shall be deprived of the same, unless it is judicially 
decided that the said surveys were made in conformity 
with the legal right of the said Ambrose Lanfear, under the 
said confirmation. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill, 
as amended, was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

Mr. CADWALADER. 
jection to an act (S. No. 
Abraham Kintzing. 

Objection was made to going back. 

Mr. HERBERT. The gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Wituiams] withdraws his objection 
to an act for the relief of John H. Scranton and 
James M. Hunt, owners of the steamer Major 
Tompkins, and I hope that the bill will be laid 
aside to be reported to the House. 

Mr. BRENTON. I renew the objection. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [I trust that as soon as we 
get through with these Senate bills, the commit- 
tee will rise, in order that the House may take up 
and pass the territorial bills on the Speaker’s 
table, which have been reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

An act (S. No. 270) for the relief of Hannibal 
Faulk and Eliza S. Collier, (formerly widow 
Scriber,) and the heirs and legal representatives 
of Benjamin Scriber, deceased. 

The bill provides that Hannibal Faulk and 
Eliza S. Collier, (formerly widow Scriber,) and 
Abraham H. Scriber, Mary Ann Scriber, and 
William J. C. Seriber, heirs-at-law of Benjamin 
Scriber, deceased, according to their respective 
interests, be confirmed in their title to a certain 
tract of land, lying within the Baron de Bastrop 

rant, in the State of Louisiana, being a remain- 
er of twenty-two hundred and fifty arpents of a 
tract of three thousand arpenia, reported on by the 
register and receiver of the land office at Monroe, 
Louisiana, under date of July 30, 1852, and num- 


I withdraw my ob- 
222) for the relief of 


August 16, 
_ bered in said report as No. 1, of the firs 
| and being, also, that portion of the tract of land 
which was rejected by the register and socine 
but recommended to the discretion and liberalit’ 
of the Government. The confirmation so oma’ 
together with the confirmation under the act a 
_Congress approved June 29, 1254, shall be a 
strued to confirm the title to the entire trac; of 
land containing three thousand arpents, claimed 
by the said parties before the said register ang 
receiver, and more particularly described jy ‘},, 
deed from John McBride to Abraham Seribo, 
dated June 15, 1818, a copy of which aceon’ 
| panies the report of July 30, 1852; and that th. 
, Commissioner of the General Land Office, poy 
the receipt of a plat and survey of the said trac, 
ofland, senses the proper officer, shall cayso 
a patent to be issued therefor: provided, however. 
that such patent shall only operate as a relin- 
| quishment of title on the part of the United States 
and shall not affect the right of any third person’ 
The Committee on Private Land Claims ro. 
ported back the bill with an amendment, to add to 
the bill the following: 
Whether entitled to a preémption under the laws of the 


United States, or having other valid claim to any part of 
said land. 





t Class. 


ver, 


The amendment was agreed to; and the bill, a5 
amended, was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

An act (S. No. 319) for the relief of the heirs 
of Major General Arthur St. Clair. [Objected to 
_by Mr. McMutui.} 


An act (S. No. 313) for the relief of Adam D, 
| Steuart, and of Alexander Randall, executor of 
Daniel Randall. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Adam D. Steuart, and to Alexandr 
| Randall, executor of Daniel Randall, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropr- 
ated, a commission of one per cent. upon such 
amounts of money as were respectively collected 
by the said Adam D. Steuart and Daniel Randall, 
and by them disbursed or paid into the Treasury 
of the United States, in virtue of the authority 
specially ‘vested in them by order of the con- 
manding general of the United States Army, and 
arising from duties on imports, taxes, or other 
assessments in Mexico, during the late war with 
that republic. 

The report was read. 


Mr. LETCHER. Is the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Sapp,] who reported this bill, present? There 
is a general law authorizing these commissions 
on collections made under military authority in 
Mexico, and I want to know why that law does 
not apply to this case? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
is not in the Hall. 

Mr. LETCHER. Here is my friend from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Quitman,] who says he will 
explain the matter. 

r. LEITER. I object to debate. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the gentleman wil 
allow an explanation to be made. I do not want 
to object to the bill, but I will do so if I cannot 
get an explanation. 

Mr. QUITMAN. The only feature that dis- 
tinguishes this case from others is, that in other 
cases the officers deducted their commissions, but 
Colonel Randall did not see fit to deduct his com- 
mission when he was settling with the United 
States. It is true, the amount is large, but the 
commission allowed in this bill is less than 1 
some instances wherein we have allowed com- 
missions at the present session. The necessity 
for this act arises simply from the fact that this 
officer did not retain the commission in lis 
hands, but paid the whole into the United States 
Treasury. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would ask the 
— from Mississippi whether the Pres! 

ent of the United States is not, under the existing 
law, authorized to allow commissions for the co 
lection of military contributions in Mexico? 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. No. 

Mr. JONES. That is the law. ; 

Mr. MARSHALL. The President is author 
ized to allow the deduction of commissions, bv! 
| he is not authorized to order the commissions ' 
| be refunded. 

The bill was 
House. 





et 
Se 


laid aside to be reported to the 
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Class; ~ Joint resolution (S. No. 24) for the benefit of Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the House con- | the graduation periods for lands in the Greens 
f land Sysan Decatur, widow of Commodore Stephen || cur with the recommendation of the Committee || burg district, in the State of Louisiana, in order 
caver, Decatur, late of the United States Navy. | of the Whole in respect to the other bills just || that it may be put on its passage. 
“rality The resolution directs the Secretary of the In- || reported. Objection was made to the motion. 
ge terior to cause @ pension certificate to be issued || “he motion was agreed to; and the Speaker Mr. DAVIDSON. I move to suspend the 
Act of , Susan Decatur, widow of Commodore Stephen || declared the bills passed as recommended by the || rules for the purpose ef having action on that 
telsasp Decatur, late of the United States Navy, at the || committee. | bill. fF 
ae OF ate of fifty dollars per month, for five years, to || The following are the bills passed: | ‘The rules were suspended, and the Committee |) 
laimed sotiie on the death or marriage of said Susan De- | An act for the relief of John Tucker; | on Public Lands was discharged from the further p 
a sitet. An act for the relief of Josiah S. Little; | consideration of the bill. : 
ae “The joint resolution was laid aside to be re- || An act for the relief of Anthony Rankin, of | Mr. DAVIDSON called for the previous ques- 
crib ms orted to the House. | Tennessee; |} tion. 
ee An act (S. No. 211) making a reappropriation, || An act for the relief of the heirs of Jabez B.|| The previous question was seconded, and the 
oe from the surplus fund, for the relief of Lieutenant || Rooker, deceased; sagt ordered to be put. 
ye ohn Guest, United States Navy, and others. || An act for the relief of Sally T. Mathews; The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it 
: cet TOb ected to by Mr. Lerrer.] | An act for the relief of John M. McIntosh; was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
— (On +t (S. No. 310) for the relief of Horatio | An act for the relief of Isaac Cook and others;_| Mr. DAVIDSON moved to reconsider the vote 
wever, = “Tobjected to by Mr. Lercner.] | An act for the relief of Abraham Kintzing; | by which the bill was passed, and also moved 
eee ee Ko (S. No. 407) for the relief of Francis A. | —— the relief of James Davidson, of | ao motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
Ea aaa ee of the Treasury, An — 7 ee ad : F, A. Cunningham, || The latter motion was agreed to. 
add to out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ee Se abies ees a ENROLLED BILLS. 
appropriated, to pay _ Francis A. Gibbons and = saldles of the Pence: J , Y> || Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Of the Francis X. Kelly % ‘2,190 54, in full for the balance An act granting a sevolutionar pension to || Bills, reported that the committee had examined 
; Part of due them, under their contract with the United Sarah Blount: 7 y | and found truly enrolled bills of the House of the 
States for the building of light-houses in Califor- | An act for the relief of Rebecca Halsey.widow || following titles; when the Speaker signed the 
bill, as nis and Oregon. . | of Zephaniah Halsey, an officer of the Revolu- || Same: 
to the ean bill was laid aside to be reported to the sei ie \| <A bill for the relief of the representatives and 
ouse. ; : : 3 || sureties of Robert King, deceased; and 
> heirs Mr. BRENTON, by general consent, with- eam fake ear harn dncat si ont eg A bill for the relief of John Poe, of Louisville, 
ected to drew his objection to Senate bill (No. 308) for So aah ainnestiins eaenensibainstntineasttihi deat Cama. 
; the relief John H. Scranton and James M. Hunt, i : to gr ed - rL M Rich d. | ae ah: TO. 4-5 2 
owners of the steamer Major Tompkins. ae ny ; _— y widow o yman MM. Kichmond, | EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
ce D. The bill provides that the Secretary of the |, “he t ne ff * half Mrs. || The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
itor of Treasury cause to be paid to John H. Scranton A OT ur Ba oaS ; t tbert Tut py, sa a ||} sage from the President of the United States, 
i and James M. Hunt, owners of the steamer Ma- A, ae ton eke li f Fr ck Tach a tia transmitting reports from the Secretaries of the 
cont jor Tompkins, $9,600, in full satisfaction for ser- || An a * for ithe velar Py Brevet’ Brivadier || Treasury, War, Navy, and Interior Departments, 
* sete vices rendered, and for the risk, loss, and dam- | Gene lJ hn B. Walbach. of the United States | and the Postmaster General, in compliance with 
“ a ages incurred a pavine the ee States oe iene ere een ee eee ne ee a House of ee 7 
24 and treasure, and in rescuing the passengers an ’ a : 1 || the 17th April, 1856, requesting to have preparec 
a Su crew which were on board the soaeldieat South- - act x ae ce ioe Bet || and oun to the Sioees of Renmusmnaaeds a 
lected erner at the time of the wreck of that vessel on a _ re t h rf ry cA a ake Se statementshowing the appropriations made by the 
andall, the uninhabited coast of Washington ney re n act _ the relief of Ambrose Lantear, of | Thirty-First, Thirty-Second, and Thirty-Third 
—— in December, 1854, and for the clothing and sub- haul I lief of H ibal Faulk 1 | Congresses, distinguishing the appropriations 
hority sistence necessarily furnished to said passengers || Eli n S Collier fe le ‘1 ‘dow 8 ‘he co || made at each session of each Congress; distin- 
Bees’ and crew. ; . tl a ao ae ( ae y one rio’ vs guishing also the appropriations made on the 
oie ‘ The bill was laid aside to be reported to the aes “4 representatives of benjamin || recommendation of the President, heads of De- 
ia , House. ina ace relief of Adam D. Sevcast, and | partments, or heads of bureaus, from those that ne 
” Be Mr. CADWALADER, by unanimous consent, of Mawusdee natal. weasides of Daniel Baasll made without such recommendation; and ee 
| withdrew his objection to Senate bill (No. 222 dail. . : ; showing what expenditures have been made by ih 
| for the relief of Abraham Kintzing; which had A bill for the relief of the heirs of Mary Jemi- || te Government in each fiscal year, commencing an 
1 Ohio, | beenamended by reducing the amount to $319 50. || 2 deceased: " Y with the Ist day of July, 1850, and ending on the BB, 
There | The bill, as amended, provides that there be An aa for the relief of John H. Scranton and || 30th day of June, 1855; and also what, if any, hy 
ee | paid, out of any money in the Treasury not other- James M. Hunt. owners of the steamer Major || ¢¢falcations have occurred from the 30th day of a 
rity in fs wise appropriated, to Abraham Kintzing, late Tom kins: be ' J June, 1850, to the Ist day of July, 1855, and the $: 
W does -  specialexaminer ofdrugsat Philadelphia, $319 50, “A as ern for the benefit of Susan Decatur, || ®™0unt of such defalcations, severally; and such a 
© being the difference between his salary, as special witha af Céminatore Stephen Decatur, late of || 0tuer information as may be in his (the Presi- a 
n Ohio ) examiner, and that of the assistant appraiser, for the United States Nav P P dent’s) power, bearing upon the matters above Bas 
three months and twenty-five days, the period 7 ore on mentioned; which, with the accompanying docu- 1s, 
| from + during which he performed the duties of the latter Mr. GIDDINGS. I move to reconsider the || ments, was laid upon the table and ordered to be e 
1e will 2 office, in addition to his own, in consequence of || vote by which the bills were passed; and also printed. 
Fi the death of its incumbent. : : | — to lay the motion to reconsider upon the COPY-RIGHT. 
nwil we is: Laced spate schdite Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The bills have || Mr. SIMMONS. I ask leave to report back 
t want 3 Mr.GREENWOOD. I ask the consent of the || never been passed. The question has not been | from the Committee on the Judiciary an act (S. 
cannot J committee to withdraw my objections to Senate || taken on their passage. tt __ || No. a as oD SR O08 Sk aa eet 
me bill No. 261. ane ngs ring. gre eee = opinion puavea Fubeuare 1 so. copy-right, "ap- 
at dis- that the House has, by a vote taken unani- P y 3, 1001. . 
other cour dhe Doo ee mare one mous consent, passed the bills. |} Mr. THORINGTON, I object. 
ns, but bills. Maw. aie. t obiect to atine bank ras Wwith- Mr. JONES. The House has neither ordered Mr. SIMMONS. I move to suspend the 
g com- desma ghlestians. to a ae bills which have the bills to a third reading, nor had them read the || rules. 
United been vena over : | third time. I must say that this is indeed a nice The rules were suspended; and ; 
yut the Mr. HOUSTON. As the gentleman from way to legislate for the country. ae oes ee a ~~ bill, Seo 
han in Tennessee objects to the withdrawal of any more ||__!he SPEAKER. The Chair presented the || wasthereupon orderedto a third reading; and was 
| com- tem ae Aa aitaba rc meg ies only question it could present under the order of || accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
objections, and as we have gone through the Cal- Mr. FLORENCE red der the v 
eSsity endar of Senate bills, I move that the committee || the House. HN ee as : Sy na ee 
at this rise ; ’ The motion to reconsider was laid upon the || by which the bill was passed, and also moved to 
in his The motion was agreed t table. || lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; 
States Par SETEPE *C- THE COMPROMISE MEASURES: which latter motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having | Mr. WINSLOW. I move to take from the 
sk the resumed the chair, Mr. Wasusurn, of Maine, Mr. EVANS presented resolutions of the Le- Speaker’s table an act (S. 227) for the further ’ 
Dieat. reported that the Committee of the Whole House | gislature of Texas in relation to the compromise || jmprovement of the Cape Fear river 4 
Presi- had, according to order, had the Private Calendar || measures of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska act, and | he hour of ‘half past fouro’clock. p.m.. having if 
cistine underconsideration, and had directed him toreport the repeal or modification of the said Kansas- | ived. th H P k RS »P- til seven eh 
he col- sundry bills to the H ith d : Z a arrive » the ouse took a recess unli B HT 
5 indry S$ tothe House, some with, and some |/ Nebraka act, or any of said compromise meas- || » clock, p. m. iE 
3 without, amendments, with a recommendation ures; which were laid on the table, and ordered | 
that they do pass; also, a bill, with the recom- || to be printed; and Mr. E. obtained the consent | ‘ 
id ae that it be laid on tite table. — of the House to publish some remarks upon the | EVENING SESSION. 
‘s, bot n odie, Gaeata te an — (Nera aa resolutions. || The House reassembled at seven o’clock, p.m. 
ons t0 the. sella at Mélieans Wiseman. smear GRADUATION PERIODS—LOUISIANA. | MILITARY ROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 
to the ported from the Committee of the Whole, with Mr. DAVIDSON. I move that the Commit- Mr. SAPP. I wish to report, from the Com- 
c 









































the recommendation that it be laid on the table. 
The bill was accordingly laid on the table. 











tee on Public Lands be discharged from the fur- | 





ther consideration of an act (S. No. 204) to fix | 





mittee on Military Affairs, a bill (S. No. 337) for 
the construction of a military road from some 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. * August 16, 


— in the State of Missouri, via Great Salt | Committee on Foreign Affairs, reported back a 


ake, to Carson Valley settlement, on the frontier 
of the State of California; and for establishing 
military posts and the sinking of wells thereupon. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I desire to know 
whether the gentleman intends to call it up for 
consideration this session. 
unless it is the gentleman’s object to refer it to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and to leave it there, 

Mr. SAPP. I move that the bill be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. HAVEN. I want to know of the gentle- 
man whether that bill has been considered by 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and whether 
they have acted upon it favorably, or unfavor- 
ably ? 

Mr. SAPP. Favorably. 

Mr. HAVEN. Iam of opinion that that bill 
1s one which this House, at some proper time, | 
ought to pass. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
there is no objection to the gentleman’s reporting 
the bill for the purpose of reference merely. 

The bill was received, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was referred, and also 
‘noved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

PRIVATE BILLS REPORTED. 

Mr. SAPP, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back a bill (S. No. 303) for the 
relief of Mrs. Jane MeCrabb, widow of the late 
Captain John W. McCrabb, assistant quarter- 
master, United States Army; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of John Huff, of Texas; which 


was read a first and second time, referred to the || 


Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to | 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. S., the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs was discharged from the further con- | 
sideration of the petition of Samuel C. Norwood, 
and the same was laid oa the table. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. DENVER. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the House io report, from the select committee 
appointed to take into consideration that subject, 
a bill to provide for the establishment of railroad 
and telegraphic communication between the At- 
lantic States and the Pacific ocean, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I object; but TI will 
make no objection if the gentleman will have it 
referred to the Committee of the Whole, and then 
make a motion to reconsider the vote referring it, | 
and lay that motion upon the table. 

Mr.DENVER. The gentleman from Alabama 
has been assured, time and again, that there was 


I shall object to it, | 








no intention of bringing up this bill at this ses- || 


sion. I think that ought to satisfy him. 

No objection being made, the bill was reported. | 

M:. DENVER. [ask that the bill may be set | 
down for consideration on the third Monday of 
December next. 

Mr. COBB. I object to it. 

Mr. DENVER. I withdraw the request, and 
move that the bill be referred to the Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Messrs. KIDWELL and WOOD, from the | 
same committee, each presented a minority report | 
upon the same subject. 

Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by ! 
which the bill was referred, and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


MARINE HOSPITAL AT OSWEGO. | 


Mr. PELTON, from the Committee on Com- | 
merce, reported a bill to proves for the construc- | 
tion of a marine hospital at Oswego, New York; | 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whoie on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 


| 
FOREIGN PAUPERS, ETC. 
Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania, from the | 


| for the improvement of Cape Fear river. 


into the United States of foreign paupers and 


criminals; which was referred to the Committee || 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 
PRIVATE CLAIMS. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to call the atten- 


|| tion of the House to a subject which, I flatter 
. ° . o il 
| myself, will receive the approbation of the House. || 


I desire to offer a resolution relating to taking up 
for consideration bills which have been passed by 


| the Court of Claims, by the Senate, and by the | 
| Committee of Claims of this House. 


The resolution was read, and is as follows: 
Resolved, That this House will now resolve itself into 


|| the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and 
| in such committee will only consider such bills as have 
| — the Senate, or have passed the Court of Claims, and 


xcen favorably reported upon by any of the committees of 
this House, and to which there may be no objection. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 
PAY OF MECHANICS AND LABORERS AT THE 
NAVY-YARDS. 
Mr. MILLWARD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported back a bill (H. R. No. 


247) to regulate the pay of mechanics and labor- | 


ers at the United States navy-yards and naval 


| stations; which was referred to the Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 


ordered to be printed. 
CAPE FEAR RIVER IMPROVEMENT. 


Mr. WINSLOW. I now call up my motion— || 


pending before the recess—to suspend the rules 
to enable me to call up for consideration the bill 


that motion I call the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. PELTon ‘and 
3RANCH Were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 73, noes 55. 

So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 


COMPENSATION TO ADDITIONAL PAGES AND 
ASSISTANT DOORKEEPER. 
Mr. WHITNEY. 


I move to suspend the 


rules for the purpose of introducing the following | 


resolution: 


Resolved, That the sum of two dollars per day, and the | 


usyal extra compensation, be paid from the contingent fund 
of the House to James H. Souder, Edmond Burke, and 
William M. Clarke, from 10th of April to 18th of August, 
1856, inclusive, and to Samuel Miller from 11th of June to 
18th of August, 1856, inclusive, for services rendered as 
pages of the House during the present session of Congress ; 


and that William W. Reynolds be paid out of the contin- ” 


gent fund of the House three doliars per day, and the usual 
extra compensation, for services as assistant doorkeeper, 
commencing 9th of April, and to continue to 18th of Au- 
gust, inclusive. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
to be also entitled to the extra compensation 
allowed to the officers of the House? 

Mr. WHITNEY. Yes 

Mr. SMITH. Two hundred and fifty dollars, 
besides their pay? 

Mr. WHITNEY. Yes. 

The rules were suspended. 

Mr. WHITNEY moved the previous question 
on the adoption of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. WHITNEY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Dicks, its Secretary, requesting the House 
to return to that body the message sent to the 
House notifying it that the Senate had not passed 
Senate bill (No. 53) to improve the navigation of 
the Patapsco river, over the President’s veto. 


UNIFORM MARINE SIGNALS. 


Mr. MILLSON. Iask the unanimous consent 


of the House to report, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Senate bill (No. 277) to provide for 


the general introduction of a uniform national || tion; and the rules were not suspended. 


i 
bill (H. R. No. 124) to prevent the introduction || 


Mr. HAVEN. 


Upon | 


Are these persons | 








code of marine signals. This bill has bee 
by the Senate, and has received the unanim: 
approval of the Committee on Commerce. he 
a wholesome and necessary bill, and I ho». . 
will pass. 


N passed 


pe it 
I desire to inquire of the oor, . 
tleman from Virginia whether he intends to »,.... 
the previous question? I do not think tha 
| bill oun to be acted on and passed now, [ hay. 
|| letters here from merchants of New York, opposed 
to it. ; 
Mr. MILLSON. I will state to the cent! 
from New York that I have not the least obje tion 
if he obtain the floor, to hear any suggestion },; 
may make in reference to the bill; but I beticy, 
| it is a bill which will receive the general approbe. 
|| tion of the House 
||. The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) Debate j; 
| hardly in order. 
| Mr. MILLSON. If the gentleman objects, | 
| move to suspend the rules. , 
The question was put, and the rules were yo; 
er ed. 
| 


Move 
t the 


eman 





COMMERCIAL STATISTICS, 
|| Mr. WASHBURNE, of. Illinois. If 1 cay, 


|| get the attention of the House for a single mo. 
'| ment, I desire to ask to take from the Speaker's 
|| table Senate bill (No. 264) to amend an act ei). 
|, tled ** An act requiring foreign regulations o; 
|| commerce to be laid annually before Congress,” 
|| approved August 16, 1842, and for other pur. 
} poses. 
|| The purpose of the bill is simply to enable the 
|| Secretary of State to acquire some statistic: 
which cannot be obtained without an act of Cop. 
| gress for that purpose. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 

Mr. WASHBURNE moved to suspend the 
rules. 

The question was taken, and there were—ayes 
90, noes 32. 7 
|| So the rules were suspended, two thirds having 
| voted in favor thereof. 
| The bill then received its several readings, and 
was passed. 


MISSISSIPPI ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. LAKE. Iask the consent of the Hous 
to report from the Committee on the Judiciary 
Senate bill (No. 4) to settle certain accounts be- 
| tween the United States and the State of Missis- 
sippi, and other States. I will state that this 
‘| bill has passed the Senate, has been considered 
by the Judiciary Committee of this House, which 
committee has unanimously instructed me to r- 
port it to the House with the recommendation 
| that it pass. I hope there will be no objectia 
| to the proposition I make. If there is, | shall 
move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from Mississippi if this bill does not 
contemplate the payment to the State of Missis- 
sippi of five per cent. upon all the Chickasaw 
|| lands of that State, not one acre of which has 
‘| been sold by the Government except for the ben- 

efit of the fogians themselves? The lands were 

ceded to the United States by treaty stipulations, 

to be sold for the benefit of the Indians. If! u- 
derstand this bill, it makes appropriation for the 











payment of five per cent. upon all these lands, 
and upon Indian reservations. I ask the gentle 
man from Mississippi whether it is not so? 

Mr. LAKE. I am prepared to answer the 
gentleman from Tennessee, and I am very happy 
that he has given me the opportunity. 

Mr. HARLAN. 

The SPEAKER. 
mous consent. 

Mr. HARLAN. I object to debate; and [also 
object to the bill being reported. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. I trust the gentlemaa 
will withdraw his objection, until my colleague 
[Mr. Laxe] can have an opportunity of explali- 
ing the nature of the bill. 

r. HARLAN. I object. 


| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is it in order t 
|| move to suspend the rules, to give the gentleman 
| from Mississippian opportunity of answering the 
uestions propounded by the gentleman trom 
ennessee ? 
The SPEAKER. Itis not in order. 
The question was taken on Mr. Lake’s m0 









Is debate in order? 
It is not, except by unam 
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pATAPSCO RIY ER IMPROVEMENT. 


By unanimous consent, the message from the 
“te, requesting the return of the message from 
body informing the House of the rejection 
» bill of the Senate (No. 53) for the improve- 
of the navigation of the Patapsco river, and 

.» render the port of Baltimore accessible to the 

var steamers of the United States, was taken up, 

a | the return of said message ordered. 


PRIVATEERS’ BOUNTY LAND BILL. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union be 
veeharged from the further consideration of a 
pill (H. R. No. 276) granting bounty land to the 
oficers and crews of private armed vessels com- 
missione d by the United States. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move, then, to suspend the 


al 





rules. = 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
and nays. . 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Davis’s mo- 
tion; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
120, nays 59; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Cadwal 
ader, James H. Campbell, Caruthers, Chattee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Cumback, 
Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, 
Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Eustis, Fiagler, 
Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert 
Bh. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, 
Hughston, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kelsey, King, Knapp, 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Maceg Alexander k. 
Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Killian Miller, Millward, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Norton, Orr, Parker, Pearce, Peck, 
Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Kicaud, 
Roberts, Ruffin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Seward, Sherman, 
Simmons, Spinner, Stephens, Stewart, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Tyson, Vail, 
Valk, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash 

me, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, 
Wheeler, Whitney, Winslow, Wood, Woodruif, Wood- 
worth, Daniel B. Wright, and Aollicoff#r—120. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Barksdale, Hendley 8. Bennett, 
‘liss, Burnett, Caskie, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Craige, Davidson, Denver, Dodd, Dowdell, Edmundson, 
Faulkner, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Goode, Green- 
wood, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hickman, Holloway, 
Valentine B. Horton, Houston, George W. Jones, Kidwell, 
Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, 
Maxwell, McCarty, MceMullin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Murray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Quitman, Ritchie, 
Rust, Sandidge, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 
Sneed, Stanton, Swope, ‘T'albott, Taylor, Underwood, 
Wakeman,e Watkins, Wells, Williams, and John V. 
Wright—59. * 

So (two thirds voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended, and the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union was discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 


I call for the yeas 


Mr. DAVIS called for the previous question | 


on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be how put. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded the yeas 
and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the affirmative—yeas 109, nays 64; as follows: 


YEAS —Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Barbour, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Benson, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Brad- 


shaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Cadwalader, James H. | 


Campbell, Caruthers, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dick, 


Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Eustis, Evans, Flagler, | 


Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Gilbert, Granger, J. 
Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Hotiman, 
Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelly, Kelsey, 
King, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Mace, 


Alexander K. Marshall, McCarty, Killian Miller, Millward, || 


Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Norton, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, 
Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Pringle, Ricaud, 
Ritchie, Rivers, Roberts, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Seward, Sher- 
man, Simmons, Spinner, Stephens, Stranahan, Tappan, 


Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Tyson, Vail, | 


Valk, Wade, Walbridge, Walker, Cadwalader_C. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Wheeler, Vhitney, 
W inslow, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—109, 

NAYS — Messrs. Allison, Henry Bennett, Hendley 8. 
Bennett, Billinghurst, Bliss, Branch, Burnett, Caskie, 
Clingrean, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cumback, 
Dean, Denver, Dodd, Dowdell, Etheridge, Faulkner, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Goode, Green- 
wood, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, 


Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, George W. | 


Jones, J, Glaney Jones, Kidwell, Leiter, Letcher, Lindley, 


Lumpkin, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Mott, Nichols, Andrew Olver, Orr, Quitman, 
Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 
Stanton, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Underwood, 
Wakeman, Waldron, Wells, Williams, and John V. 
Wright—t4. 
So the bill was passed. 
; Pending the above call, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania, stated 
that his colleague, {Mr. Purviance,] who was 
quite unwell, had paired off with Mr. Warner. 

Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, stated that his col- 
league [Mr. Eneuisu} had paired off with Mr. 

OBBINS. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the hjll was passed, and also moved that 
the motion”to reconsider be laid on the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Aspury Dicks, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had agreed to committees 
of confefence on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the Army appropriation bill and the 
civil appropriation bill, and had appointed Messrs. 
Bropueap, Ciaytron, and Dovgias, managers 
on its part of the conference on the former, and 


Messrs. Hunter, Wexxer, and Jones of Ten- | 


nessee, on the latter bill. 
WASHINGTON ARSENAL. 


Mr. QUITMAN. TIeask leave to report from 
the Committee on Military Affairs a bill author- 
izing the purchase of land adjoining the Wash- 
ington arsenal grounds, and providing for the 
drainage of the swamp land adjacent thereto. It 
is the opmion of the committee, and of the War 
Department, that it is necessary to pass this bill 
in order to preserve the public property. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. QUITMAN moved to suspend the rules. 

"bhe question, was taken; and the House re- 
fused to suspend the rules, only sixty-six voting 
in the affirmative. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicks, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed an act (H.R. 
No. 549) to regulate the consular and diplomatic 
systems of the United States. 


STRADER AND JOHNSON. 
Mr. MACE. 


the House to report from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, for the purpose of 
putting it upon its passage, a joint resolution 
which has met the approbation unanimously of 
the Senate committee, of the Senate itself, and 
of this House twenty times during the last twenty 
years. Lapprehend there will be no objection. 
It is a resolution (S. No. 34) for the settlement 
of the accounts of Charles M. Strader and Ed- 
ward P. Johnson, mail contractors. 
Objection was made. 

Mr. MACE. I move that the rules be sus- 
| pended. 

The rules were suspended; and the joint reso- 
lution was reported to the House for considera- 
tion. 

Mr. MACE moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question sudenidh and under the operation 
thereof, the joint resolution was ordered to a 
third reading; and having been read the third time 

|| it was passed. 

| Mr. MACE moved to reconsider the vote by 
|| which the resolution was passed, and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


JACOB HALE. 
Mr. WALKER. I movethat the Committee 


of the Whole be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of House bill No. 522, and that the 
same be put upon its passage. 

Mr. HOUSTON. What is it? 

Mr. PHELPS. It is a bill for the relief of one 
of the mail contractors, for carrying the mail. It 
is all right, and you have just passed one bill for 
| a similar purpose. 

:* a a bil (H. R. No. 333) for the relief of 

Jacob Hall, contractor upon mail route No. 8912 
from Independence, in the State of Missouri, to 
) Santa Fé, in the Territory of New Mexico. 


I ask the unanimous consent of 


i 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


_ 2189 


Objection being made, 

Mr. WALKER moved a suspension of the 
rules, and called for tellers upon the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McCarty 
and Sanpipeée were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes SO, noes 53. 

So the rules were not suspended, two thirds not 
voung in favor thereof. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
sills, reported as truly enrolled a bill and a joint 
resolution of the following title; when the Speaker 
signed the same: 

An act for the relief of Talbot C. Dousman; 
and a joint resolution extending the time for cred- 
itors of Texas to present their claims. 


MARY REESIDE. 
Mr. KNOWLTON. I move to suspend the 


rules for the purpose of discharging the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House from the further consid- 
eration of the bill (C. C. No. 13) for the relief of 
Mary Reeside. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Mary Reeside, executrix of the will of 
James Reeside, $188,496 06, with interest from 
December 6, 1841, in full for the amount due ona 
verdict and judgment thereon, rendered by the 
circuit court of the Unitetl States for the eastern 
district of Pennsylvania, in a suit in which the 
United States were plaintiffs, and James Reeside 
was defendant. 

Mr. MILLSON called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The que stion was taken; and the rules were 
suspended, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. 

Mr. KNOWLTON moved the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 


| main question ordered, 


Mr. MILLSON called for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, 

The question was taken; and the bill 
passed. 

Mr. KNOWLTON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


was 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Private 
Secretary, notifying the House that he had ap- 
proved and signed bills of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. No. 360) to reimburse the State 
of Vermont the expenses incurred by her in pay- 
ing her militia, called out in 1838-39 to preserve 
the neutrality of the country; and 

An act (H.R. No. 189) making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending June 30, 
1857. 

DR. JAMES MORROW. 
Mr. McQUEEN. I move to suspend the 


rules for the purpose of discharging the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House from the further 
consideration of House bill (No. 388) for the 
relief of Dr. James Morrow. It is a small mat- 
ter, and a bill which I presume very few gentle- 
men will oppose. 

The rules were suspended. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time and passed. 

Mr. McQUEEN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill wi passed, and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 

KANSAS INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. WATSON. I move to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of offering the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House pay out of the 
contingent fund to each of the members of the Kansas in 
vestigating committee, mileage for the distance necessarily 
traveled by them in the discharge of their duties as such, 
to be computed at the usual rate of mileage to members of 
Congress. 


Mr. WHEELER called for the yeas and nays. 


ue 
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The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
the members of that committee have not already 
been paid their expenses? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair has no informa- 
tion on that subject, 


The question was taken; and it was decided 


in the negative—yeas 49, nays 111; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Henry Bennett, Billinghurst, Bliss, 
Broom, Buffinton, James 


ver, Dickson, Durfee, Etheridge, Gilbert, Granger, Robert 


B. Hall, Herbert, Valentine B. Horton, Knapp, Knight, | 


Knowlton, Lake, Lindley, Mace, Matteson, MeVarty, Kil- 
lian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Murray, Nichols, Pearce, 


ahan, Tappan, Walbridge, Waldron, Watson, Welch, and 
W oodruff—49. 


NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Barbour, 


Benson, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brenton, Brooks, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, 
Bayard Clarke, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Covode, Cox, Craige, Davidson, Dean, Dick, Dowdell, Edie, 
Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, Emrie, Eustis, Faulkner, 
Flagler, Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, 
Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Thomas R. 
Horton, Houston, Hughston, George W. Jones, J. Glaney 
Jones, Kelsey, Kidwell, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, 
Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Morrill, Mott, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peck, 
Powell, Puryear, Ricaud, Richardson, Rivers, Roberts, 
Ruffin, Rust, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Simmons, William 
Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Thoring- 


ton, Thurston, Todd, Trappe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, | 
Wade, Walker, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Wells, Wheel- || 
er, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Wood, Woodworth, | 


Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—L11. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended, 


Pending the call of the roll, 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, stated that his col- || 
league, Mr. Warner, had been compelled to |) 


leave the House on account of the state of his 
health, and had pense off with Mr, Purviance. 
Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, stated that Mr. 


Ewnoutsn had paired off with Mr. Rosison for the | 


remainder of the session. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled | 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled ‘* An act to con- | 


tinue the land office at Vincennes, Indiana, and 


to ascertain and adjust the titles to certain lands || 
in the States of Indiana and Illinois, formerly 


included within the Vincennes land district. 
Mr. DAVIDSON, from the same committee, 


reported as correctly enrolled the Indian appro- | 


priation bill; when the Speaker signed the same 
respectively. 
J. W. NYE. 
Mr. STEPHENS. I move to suspend the 


rules for the purpose of discharging the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House from the further consid- 
eration of joint resolution (No. 23) in favor of 
J. W. Nye. 

The joint resolution directs the Secretary of 


the Treasury to pay J. W. Nye, or his attorney, || 


the sum of $3,200 for improvements made on the 
public grounds, for which he has received no 
compensation. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Ifthe House will indulge 
me but one moment I will state that I think this 
isa very meritorious claim. I was on a commit- 
tee ten years ago which unanimously reported in 
favor of it. I will not detain the House by any 
further statement. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The rules were suspended. 

The resolution was ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. STEPH ENS move@éo reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed, and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


PROTECTION TO GUANO DISCOVERERS. 
Mr. STRANAHAN moved to suspend the 


rules for the purpose of taking from the Speak- 
er’s table Senate bill (No. 339) to authorize pro- 
tection to be given to citizens of the United States 
who may discover deposits of guano. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Idemand the yeas 
and nays on the motion to suspend the rules. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered, 


axe ret | The question was taken; and the rules were | 


I desire to know whether | 


H. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra || 
Clark, Clawson, Comins, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Den- | 
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suspended, two-thirds having voted therefor. 
he bill then received its several readings, and 


| was passed. 


| 
Mr. STRANAHAN moved to reconsider the |} 
i} 


| vote by which the bill was passed, and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
| latter motion was agreed to. 


PATAPSCO RIVER IMPROVEMENT. 


A message from the Senate was received by 
Mr. Dicxiws, their Secretary, 
the President having returned to that body the bil 


|| entitled ‘* An act for the improvement of the navi- 
Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pringle, Ritchie, Scott, Seward, Stran- || gation of the Patapsco river and to render the port 


|| of Baltimore accessible to the war steamers of the 


| United States,’’ with his objections thereto, the 
| Senate, as required by the Constitution, had pro- 
ceeded to reconsider said bill, and had passed it, 
notwithstanding the objections of the President. 

The message from the President was read. 

The question was then, ‘* Shall the bill pass, 
notwithstanding the objections of the Président ?”’ 
upon which the yeas and nays were required by 
the Constitution. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 126, nays 47, as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- 
clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bowie, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cox, Cum- 
back, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Dean, Denver, Dick, 
Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Evans, 

| Flagler, Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
| Granger, Robert B. Hall, Harian, J. Morrison Harris, 


| Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, | 


| Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, 
Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Matte- 


Murray, Norton, Parker, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Perry, 
Petit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Puryear, Ricaud, Ritchie, 


Rivers, Roberts, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Seward, | 


Sherman, Simmons, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stagton, 
Stewart, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, ‘Thurston, Todd, 


Trafton, Tyson, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, | 


| Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu 


B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wells, || 
| Whitney, Williams, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, and || 


Zollicoffer—126. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Boyce, Branch, Bur- | 


nett, Cadwalader, Curlile, Caskie, Clingman, Williamson 


announcing that | 





son, McCarty, Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, | 


R. W. Cobb, Craige, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Flor- | 
ence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, | 





| Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hickman, 
Houston, George W. Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Smith 


|| Miller, Millson, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Phelps, Powell, Quit- 
|} man, Ruffin, William Smith, Spinner, Talbott, Trippe, 
|| Vail, Wheeler, and John V. Wright—47. 


So (two thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the bill was passed. 


LANDS TO THE OLD STATES. 


Mr. CARLILE asked the consent of the 

| House to introduce a bill to equalize the grants 

| of lands to the old States. 

Mr. RUST objected. 

Mr. CARLILE moved to suspend the rules. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The bill was read; and it provides for giving to 


lat the rate of two hundred and fift 


said State is entitled, the proceeds of which are 
to be applied for the construction and completion 
| of railroads and canals in such States. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL——-CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I rise to a privi- 
leged question. The committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment to the bill making appropriations 
| for the support of the Army for the year endin 
30th of June, 1857, have met, and after full an 
| free conference have agreed to recommend to their 
| respective Houses as follows: That, having been 
/unable to come to any agreement, they be dis- 
| charged. The committee also agreed to recom- 
mend to their respective Houses the appointment 
| of another committee of conference. 
| Mr. QUITMAN. In order to bring this matter 
| to a conclusion, I move that the 





Hi ouse recede 


Krom its amendment, and agree to the Senate 


amendment without amendment; and on that mo- 


| tion I call for the previous question. 


Letcher, | 





| each of the old States, warrants for public lands, 
thousand | 
| acres to each Senator and Representative to which | 





August 16, 


i es 


The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered go be put. 


Mr. CUMBACK. I call forthe yeas and nay 
The yeas and nays were ordered, ys 
The question was taken; and it was decided 

the negative—yeas 92, nays 99; as follows . 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bowie nae 
Branch, Brooks, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader. Jone» 
Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Willi. = 
son R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Henry Winter Dayis Den 
ver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Eustis, Evans ‘icon 
ner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas Lb 
Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, Samp ; 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herben 
Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, George W. Jones, J, Glar ey 
Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Lumpkin, Alexander - 
Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshal} Mav 
well, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson. <a 
Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud 
Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Bewan’ 
Shorter, William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneeq Ste" 
phens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, Trippe, Tyson 
Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler’ 
Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, Johy y’ 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—9. . : 

NAYS — Messrs. Albnght, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar. 
clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lew, 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clay. 
son, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Dayne) 
Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Bqjo’ 
Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gijher 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, kK ¢). 
sey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Kuox, Kunke; 
Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morr), 
Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker. 
Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Ritchie, Roberts, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmoys, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Todd, 


{ rr, 


| Tratton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwa) 


ader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wags). 


| burn, Watson, Weich, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth 
| —99. 


So the Ho®se refused to recede from its amend. 


| ment and agree to the amendment of the Senate. 


Pending the above call, 

Mr. KNOX stated that Mr. Erueringe had 
paired off with Mr. Day. 

Mr. OLIVER, of Missouri, said: Mr. Speaker, 
I was called to the bar just before my name was 
ealled, and, though outside of the bar, I had my 
hand on it. I was not within the bar. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman ask 
leave to vote? 

Mr. OLIVER. I do. Ido not consider that 
1 was without the bar, under the rules. — [t was 
my intention to vote. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
being allowed to vote. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that that body had passed the Post Office 
appropriation bill, with sundry amendments, in 
which he was directed to ask the concurrence of 
the House. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 


Mr. ORR. I move the appointment of another 
committee of conference on the Army bill, with 
instructions to recede from the House ament- 
ment, and to agree to that of the Senate; and on 
that motion call for the previous question. 

Mr. GROW. I rise to a question of order. 
The motion of the gentleman from South Caro- 
line is similar to the one just voted down. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. And is the gentleman’s 
motion in order before the motion to insist? Is 
it not irregular and out of order for the gentle- 
man to move for a second committee ? 

TheSPEAKER. Itis competent for the House 
to order a second or third committee. 

Mr. ORR. There can be a division of the 
question. 

Mr. CUMBACK. I move to réconsider the 
last vote; and to lay the motion to reconsider 00 
the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
nays. ’ 

fr. CUMBACK. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. [ ask to take 
from the Speaker’s table the Post Office appro- 

riation bill, with the Senate amendments thereto, 
in order that they may be non-concurred in & 
masse, and there may be a committee of conference 
appointed. : 

he SPEAKER. The gentleman’s moto? 
can only be entertained by unanimous consent. 
Mr. GOVODE. I object. 


I object to the gentleman 


I demand the yeas and 
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Mr. ORR. I call the previous question upon 
mv motion. 
= Mr. MORGAN. 

‘on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
the bill with it? 


i The SPEAKER. 





I move to lay the motion 
Does that carry 


It does not. 


Dl. ° ° 
The motion was disagreed to. 


The previous se was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. PRINGLE. 
oluuon divided. 

“The SPEAKER. The motion is to appoint 
acommittee, and to give instructions to the com- 
mittee. It is not divisible under the rules of the 
House, because, if the first part be negatived, there 
js nothing to which the second clause can be at- 


I would like to have the res- 


tached. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then I hope it will be voted 
down. 

Mr. STANTON. Suppose the House vote 
down the motion of the gentleman from South 
Carolina. [Cries of ** Order !? ** Order !’’} 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
will state for what purpose he rises. 

Mr. STANTON. te is to inquire whether a 
simple motion to appoint a committee of confer- 
Ace will be in order if this motion is voted down? 

The SPEAKER. It will be. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken on Mr. Orr’s motion; 
and it was decided in the negative—yeas 97, nays 
98; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, Carlile, 
Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Eustis, Eyans, 
Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. 
D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Her- 
bert, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. 
Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, 
Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud, Richardson, Rivers, 
Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, William 
Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, 
Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, Trippe, Tyson, Under- 
wood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler, 
Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—97. 

NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- 
clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy 
Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, 
Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matte- 
son, MeCarty, Kiilian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Mur- 
ray, Michols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, 
Pelton, Peftnington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Ritchie, 
Roberts, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Todd, Trafton, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel] Washburn, 
Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—98. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
Pending the call of the roll, 


Mr. KIDWELL stated that, after this vote, he | 
had paired off with Mr. Cragin until Monday || 


morning. 
_Mr. MAVIDSON. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tian. A bill of the Senate was passed by this 
House with an amendment. It went to the Sen- 
ate without the amendment being noted. The 
records of the House show that the amendment 
was acted upon and passed by the House. I sub- 
mit the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to re- 


quest of the Senate a return of the bill of the Senate (No. | 


ro) entitled ‘An act for the relief of Ambrose Lanfear, of 
ouisiana.?? 


The resolution was agreed to; and the error 
Was corrected. 


LANDS TO THE OLD STATES—AGAIN. 


Mr. CARLILE. I now call up my motion to 
suspend the rules to enable me to introduce a bill 
to equalize the grants of lands to the several States. 

The SPEARER. Upon that motion the yeas 
and nays have been ordered. 

lhe question was taken; and it was decided in 
the hegative—yeas 78, nays 96; as follows: 


It is an inde- | 
»oydent motion, and does not attach itself to the || 


Porter, | 
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| YEAS — Messrs. Ball, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bis 
| Bowie, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Carlile, Chatter 
| Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Cox, Cullen, Damrell, | 
Timothy Davis, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, 
| Evans, Flagler, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, Gilbert, 
Granger, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Heff- 
man, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, 
| Kelsey, King, Knight, Knowlton, Kunkel, Matteson, Mc- 
Carty, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Parker, 
Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Pike, Pringle, Puryear, Ricaud, 
Rivers, Roberts, Sage, Simmons, William Smith, William 
R. Smith, Sneed, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- 
ton, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Wakeman, 
Elihu B.Washburne, Israel Washburn,Watkins, Williams, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Zollicoffer—78. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Barbour, Bar- 
clay, Hendley S. Bennett, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Bradshaw, 
Branch, Brenton, Brooks, Burnett, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Craige, Cumback, Davidson, 
Dean, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Emrie, Faulk- | 
ner, Florence, Thomas J. D. 
Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, Hickman, Holloway, Houston, 
Howard, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keliy, Knapp, 
Knox, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Samuel 8. Mar- 
shall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Mill- 
son, Mott, Nichols, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Perry, 
Pettit, Porter, Powell, Quitman, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, 
| Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Seward, Sherman, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Valk, 
Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 
| Watson, Welch, Wells, Wheeler, Winslow, Woodworth, 
Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright—96. 


} 
| So the rules were not suspended. 

Pending the cal! of the roll, 
Mr. DOWDELL stated that his colleague, 
| Mr. Harris, was ill, and had paired off with 
| Mr. Ritcute until Monday morning. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicks, their Secretary, requesting the 
return to that body by the House of an act (S. 
| No. 377) for the relief of Ambrose Lanfear. 


. ENROLLED BILLS. 


| Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills 
and resolutions of the following titles; when the 
Speaker signed the same: 

A resolution (S. No. 34) for the settlement 
of the accounts of Charles M. Strader and Ed- | 
ward P. Johnson, mail contractors; 

An act (H. R. No. 180) making appropriations | 
for fortifications and other works of defense, and 
| for repairs of barracks and quarters, for the year 
| ending 30th June, 1857; 
| “An act (S. No. 407) for the relief of Francis A. | 
| Gibbons and Francis X. Kelly; 

An act (S. No. 204) fixing the graduation pe- 
| riod for lands in the Greensburg district, in the | 


| State of Louisiana; , 


be given to citizens of the United States who may 
| discover deposits of guano; 


| An act (S. No. 239) supplemental to an act || 


| entitled ‘* An act to amend the several acts re- 
specting copyrights,’’ approved February 3, 1831; 
An act (S. No. 264) to amend an act entitled 


proved August 16, 1842, and for other purposes; 
| An act (S. No. 182) for the relief of John | 
| Tucker; 
An act (S. No. 169) for the relief of Josiah S. | 
Little; 
An act (S. No. 280) for the relief of Anthony | 
Rankin, of Tennessee; 
| An act (S. No. 289) for the relief of the heirs 
| of Jabez. B. Rooker, deceased; 
| An act (S. No. 299) for the relief of John M. 
McIntosh; 
An act (S. No. 136) for the relief of Isaac | 
| Cook and others; 
An act (S. No. 262) for the relief of James Da- | 
vidson, of Kentucky; 





An act (S. No. 229) for the relief of F. A. Cun- 
ningham, paymaster United States Army; 
An act (S. No. 120) granting a pension to Ben- 
jamin Berry, a soldier of the Revolution; 

An act (8. No. 285) granting a revolutionary 
pension to Sarah Blount; 





An act (S. No. 181) for the relief of Rebecea | 


Halsey, widow of Zephaniah Halsey, an officer | 


of the Revolution; | 
256) for the relief of Nancy || 


| An act (S. No. 


|| Bowen and Sarah Larrabee; 


| An act (S. No. 287) granting a pension to } 
Nancy M. Gunsally, formerly widow of Lyman || 


i M. Richmond,, deceased; 
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.|| An act (S. No. 286) granting five years’ half 


pay to Mrs. Ann Turner, widow of Elbert Tur- 
ner, deceased ; 

An act (S. No. 245) for the relief of Franck Tay- 
lor; 

Anact (S. No. 309) for the relief of Brevet Brig- 
adier General John B. Walbach, of the United 
States Army; 

An act (S. No. 375) for the relief of Eliza B. 
McNeill; 

An act (S. No. 345) for the relief of Nathan M. 


|} Lounsbury; 


| An act (S. No. 313) for the relief of Adam D, 
Steuart and of Alexander Randall, executor of 


‘| Daniel Randall; 


An act (S. No. 308) for the relief of John H. 
Scranton and James M. Hunt, owners of the 
| steamer Major Tompkins; and 
A resolution (S. R. No. 24) for the benefit of Su- 
| san Decatur, widow of Commodore Stephen De- 
catur, late of the United States Navy. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Dicks, its Secretary, notifying the House that 
the Senate insist on theiramendment to the Army 
appropriation bill, and had appointed another 
committee of conference on the disagreeing yotes 
of the two Houses. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act to extend 
the jurisdiction of the corporation of the city of 
Washington over the lower Eastern Branch, or 
Navy-Yard bridge, and to regulate travel on the 
upper Eastern Branch, or Benning’s bridge, and 
for other purposes, 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The SPEA KER laid before the House a reso- 


lution from the Senate insisting on their amend- 
ment to House bill (No. 153) making appropria- 
tions for the service of the Army for the year 
ending June 30, 1857, disagreed to by the House, 
asking a further conference on the disagreeing 
vote of the two Houses on said bill, and ordering 
that Messrs. Puen, Ciay,and Geyer be the com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate. 

I move that the House in- 
| sist upon its disagreement to the amendment of 
| the Senate, and appoint a second committee of 
| conference. 

| The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Gip- 


|| pines, Fau_kNneR, and ALLIson were appointed 


7 ‘ ; |} such committee of conference. 
An act (S. No. 339) to authorize protection to || 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to take 


from the Speaker’s table the act making appro- 


| priations for the service of the Post Office Depart- 


ment during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1857, 


|| with the Senate amendments thereto; and that 
'**An act requiring foreign regulations of com- | 
| merce to be laid annually before Congress,” ap- || 


the House non-concur in the amendments of the 
Senate, with a view to acommittee of conference. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BILLINGHURST. 


I move that a com- 


|| mittee of conference be appointed. 


The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Bu- 
LincHuRST, WALKER, and SaGe, were appointed 
such committee of conference. 

LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL 
APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I desire to state the 


action of the committee of conference appointed 
on the disagreeing votes on House bill No. 202. 


|| The House will recollect that, when I announced 


the action of the first committee of conference 
to-day, there were still some eight or nine amend- 
ments of the Senate undisposed of. A second 
committee of conference was appointed, and they 
were unable to agree. The bill was returned to 
the Senate, and we now have a message from 
| that body informing us that they have receded 
from all of their amendments, and of their disa- 
| greeing votes to the House amendments, with the 
exception of four. They have receded from some 
ten. amendments. They insist, however, upon 
four of their amendments, which I desire to state 
to the House. 

The first is the amendment of the Senate 
striking out from this appropriation bill $180,000 





|} for the purchase of books for the members. I 
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simply desire to say to the House in regard to 
that, that since the passage of the increased com- 
pensation bill I think that the House ought not 
to insist on thatappropriation. The other three 
are the amendments in relation to Kansas—two 
provisoes attached to the bill by the House, and 
the amendment of the Senate making an appro- 
priation for the Legislature of Kansas. These 
are the amendments now remaining to be acted 
on by the House—the three in relation to Kan- 
sas, and the one in relation to the books. My 
experience on these committees of conference 
satisfies me that it is unnecessary to have further 
conference on these questions, especially as the 
matter is now narrowed down to these isolated 
points, on which the House can act without the 
interposition of a committee of conference. The 
hour ts late; and I think it is time that we should 
take a test vote on these questions, whether we 
intend to maintain the position which the House 
haa taken, and so lose the bill on these amend- 
ments? I go into no argument on the subject, 
because I do not intend to invite discussion by 
anything I might say. I move that the House 
recede in each case—from the book amendment, 
and from the three Kansas amendments; and on 
that | ask the previous question, with the under- 


standing that there may be a separate vote on | 


each one of these amendments, so that the House 
may express its judgmenton each subject. The 
first amendment is the book question. The Sen- 
ate struck out that appropriation from the bill. 
The House agreed to that, with an amendment 
in the nature of a proviso. The effect of my 
motion to recede will be, if adopted, to agree to 
the Senate amendment to strike out the appro- 
yriation altogether. 

Mr. MA'T'TESON. I would inquire whether 
it is worth while for us to have three votes on 
the Kansas question? 

Mr. COBB. Not unless the House desire it. 

Several MemBers. Separate votes, 


Mr. COBB. If gentlemen desire to have sep- | 


arate votes, | think they ought to have them. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question eae: 

The question was first taken on the Senate 
amendment striking out the appropriation for 
books for members. 

Mr. HICKMAN ealled for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ‘ordered, only 
fourteen members voting therefor. : 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
of the Senate was concurred in. 

Mr. LETCHER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment of the Senate was con- 
curred in, and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I would suggest, that as to the 
other three pending amendments in relation to 


‘ Kansas, a vote upon one would answer the pur- 


Ose, 

Several Mempers. No! no! 

‘The question recurred on the amendment of the 
Senate striking out the following proviso: 

Provided, That the money hereby appropriated shall not 
be drawn from the Treasury, &e., 


in which amendment the House concurred with 
the following amendment: 


Provided, That no part of the money appropriated by this || 


act for the Territory of Kansas shall be drawn from the 
‘Treasury, or paid out of any other appropriation made by 
Congress, until every person charged with treason against 
the United States, or other offense founded upon any par 
ticipation of such person in the formation of the constitu- 
tion Known as the Topeka constitution, or any measure 
preparatory thereto, or in pursuance thereof, or in the body 
claiming to be the Legislature of said Terntory convened 
at Topeka, or any measure preparatory thereto, or in pur 
suance thereof, or any violation or disregard whatever of 
any enactment of the alleged Legislative Assembly of said 
‘Territory, recently assembled at Shawnee Mission, shall be 
released from confinement, and discharged from further 
prosecution therefor; but nothing contained in this proviso 
shall be so construed as to prevent the indictment, arrest, 
prosecution, punishment, or detention, in or by anv court 
of the United States in said Territory, of any person who 
shall have violated any provision of any act of Congress in 
the commission of any offense against person or property in 
said Territory. P 


Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in || 


the affirmative—yeas 98, nays 93; as follows: 
YERAS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Hendley 8. Bennett, 
Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Burnett, Cadwal- 





'} ader, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Cling 
man, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, | 
Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, | 


Edmundson, Elliott,- Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, 
Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 


J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, | 
Herbert, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, George W. Jones, | 


J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexan- 


der K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, | 


Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mill- 
ward, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, 
Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud, Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, 


Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- | 


liam Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, 
Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, Trippe, Tyson, Under- 
wood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Wil- 
liams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and 
Zollicoffer—9s. 


NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Bail, Barbour, Bar- | 


clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Chaffee, 
| Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 
Covode, Cemback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick- 
son, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Hol- 


loway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, | 


Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, Morgan, 

| Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Roberts, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, 

| Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thoringten, Todd, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C., 
Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wat- 
son, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—93. 


So the House receded from its amendment, and 
agreed to the Senate amendment. 


The next amendment was reported, as follows: 
Strike out the proviso in the clause “ For defraying the 
expenses of the Supreme, circuit, and district courts of the 
United States, including the District of Columbia; also for 
jurors and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures incurred in the fiscal year ending 


June 30, 1857, and previous years ; and likewise for defray- | 


ing the expenses of suits in which the United States are con- 
cerned, and of prosecutions for offenses committed against 
the United States, and for the safe-keeping of prisoners, 
$1,000,000: Provided, however, That no part of the money 


hereby appropriated shall be expended for prosecuting or || 


detaining any person or persons charged with treason or 
any other political offense in the Territory of Kansas, for 
any prosecutions that have been heretofore imstituted for 
political offenses ;”? and insert as follows: 

Provided, however, That no part of the same shall be ex- 


pended for arresting, prosecuting, punishing, or detaining | 
any person charged with treason or other offense founded 


upon any participation of such persons in the formation of 
the constitution known as the Topeka constitution, or 
any measure preparatory thereto, or in pursuance thereof, 
or in the body claiming to be the Legislature of said Terri- 
tory, convened at Topeka, or any measure preparatory 
thereto, or in pursuance thereof, or any violation or disre- 
gard whatever of any enactment of the alleged Legislative 
Assembly of said Territory, recently assembled at Shawnee 
Mission; but nothing in this proviso shall be so construed 
as to prevent the indictment, arrest, prosecution, punish- 
ment, or detengion in or by any court of the United States, 
in said Territory, of any person who shall have violated 


any provision of any act of Congress in the commission of 


any offense against person or property in said Territory. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, demanded the 
| yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
On motion of Mr. McMULLIN, it was 


Ordered, That when the House adjourns it adjourn to 
meet at nine o’clock, a. m., on Monday next. 


Mr. ALBRIGHT (at twelve o’clock) moved 
that the House adjourn. 
The motion was disagreed to. 


The question then recurred upon the motion 
'| that the House recede from its disagreement to 
the Senate amendment; and being taken, it was 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 91; as 
follows: | 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Hendley S. Bennett, 
Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Burnett, Cadwal- 
ader, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cullen, Davidson, 
Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elli- 
ott, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, 


Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hick- 
man, Hoffman, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelly, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc- 
Mullin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Mor- 
decai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, 
Quitman, Ricaud, Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, San- 
didge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 
Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, 
Taylor, Thurston, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Valk, 


Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—96. 
NAYS-— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, 

Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, Brad- 

shaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 


Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy 
| Davis, Dean, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, 
| Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. 
|| Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. 


' 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison 


Walker, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, || 


Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, | 
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| Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Kna 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, Ki! 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andre 
Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pome, 
Pike, Pringle, Roberts, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman. Spin’ 
ner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Todd, Wade. 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C, Wag)’ 
burne, Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—91, ’ 
| So the House receded from its amendment, and 
| agreed to the amendment of the Senate. 

Pending the call of the roll, 
| Mr. MACE stated that he had paired off with 
|| Mr. Kerr. 

Mr. PIKE stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Caruice for the remainder of the Session 
after this vote. : 

Mr. DICKSON stated that he had paired of 
with Mr. Sreruens. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, stated that his co}. 
league, Mr. Warxins, and Mr. Warsow had 
paired off for the remainder of the session. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Kentucky, stated tha: 
he had paired off with Mr. Dick. 

Mr. BARBOUR moved that the House adjourn, 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The last amendment of the Senate to which 
| the House disagreed was reported as follows; 
| For compensation and mileage of members of the Legis. 

lative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent expenses 
of said Assembly, $20,000. 
| Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nayf, 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 85, nays 93; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Hendley 8. Bennett, 
|| Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Burnett, Cadwal- 
ader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, William. 
| son R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cullen, Davidson, Heury 
| Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Bus. 
| tis, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green. 
| wood, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Hoff. 
man, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, 
Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Hum. 
| phrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Me Mullin, 
| McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Or, 
Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud, 
Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Sew- 
ard, Samuel A. Sinith, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
Sneed, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Tyson, 
Underwood, Vail, Valk, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, 
| Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicof- 
fer—85. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, 
|| Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
| Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Camp- 
| bell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfar, 
| Comins, Covode, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, 

Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, 
Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
|| Hickman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. 
| Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Kil- 
| lian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nich- 
ols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pen- 
| nington, Perry, Pettit, Pringle, Roberts, Sage, Sapp, Scot, 
| Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thoring- 
| ton, Thurston, Todd, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Wal- 
| dron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellinu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Welch, Wells, Wood, Woodruff, and 
| Woodworth—93. ; / 
| So the House refused to recede from its disa- 
greement to the amendment of the Senate. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote last taken; and also moved to lay 
|| the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
| Mr. COBB, of Georgia. If the gentleman will 
|| waive his motion for a moment, I will say that 
| it is necessary the House should take additional 
| action on this amendment, in order that the bill 
| may be returned to the Senate for its final action. 
|| I will move that the House insist on its disagree- 
| ment to the amendment of the Senate. , 
The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
| will have no effect. 
The question was taken on Mr. CampseELts 
motion; and the motion to reconsider was laid 
upon the table. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Coss’s 
motion; and the House insisted on its disagree- 
ment to the Senate amendment making appropr!- 
ation for the expenses of the Legislative Assem- 
bly of Kansas. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dicxins, their Secretary, announcing that 
the Senate had agreed to a committee of confer 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the Post Office appropriation bill. 


|INCREASED COMPENSATION OF LABORERS: 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I now 


PP, Knight 
lian Mille r, 











